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ATLA SIMONEAU 


Nearly a month after the devastating 
tsunami disaster in Southeast Asia, U 
of A students and faculty members 
are wondering why their administra- 
tion didn’t do more in its immediate 
aftermath. 

At the University of Alberta, the 
only immediate response was a link 
posted on the University’s website 
which listed the countries affected and 
the aid organizations involved in the 
relief efforts. 


“It was very difficult to 
pull people together 
and plan what strategy 
the University should 
develop.” 


DR W ANDY KNIGHT, 
UOF A POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR 


However, other major Canadian 
universities such as the University of 
British Columbia, the University of 
Toronto and McGill University began 
preparations for campus memorial 
services, foreign-student counseling 
services, and massive, campus-wide 
fundraising efforts upon realizing the 
magnitude of the disaster. 

“UBC is very connected to those 
regions, and so we began to think 
about what we needed to do to take 4 
minute to reflect. So we started on 27 
or 28 December putting that service 
together,” explained UBC President 
Martha Piper. 
Associate 


Vice-Principal (Com- 


munications) of McGill Jennifer 
Robinson echoed Piper’s sentiments. 
“Tt was an important event for the 
community just to recognize and to 
acknowledge the loss of life and how 


affected the people from those regions 


were.” 

But at the U of A, efforts by political 
science professor Dr W Andy Knight 
to arrange a similar response were 
met with major obstacles. 

“The big problem of course was the 
logistical problem of having most of 
the members of the administration 
away at the time,” Knight explained. 

“It was very difficult to pull people 
together and plan what strategy the 
University should develop.” 

Renuka Fernando, president of 
resources for academic excellence at 
the Alberta Public Interest Research 
Group (APIRG), disagreed with 
Knight's assessment of the situation. 

While she acknowledged his point, 
Fernando believed that despite diffi- 
culties the administration could have 
pulled together a more meaningful 
response. |... 

“It's making an excuse for the 
people in that position. If they had 
really, really wanted to do something, 
they could have done something,” 
said Fernando. 

“Tt is not about if we have the 
resources—it’s about the motivation.” 

Piper’s reflection upon what hap- 
pened at UBC within the first few 
days following the tsunami supports 
Fernando's perspective. 

“As administration, we live in an 
electronic age [and] you can do a lot 
through communications...,. We were 
communicating right away electroni- 
cally,” she said. 


ROBIN COLLUM 


News Writer 


It might seem unusual to associate an 
all-fast-food diet with weight loss, but 
that’s exactly what Les Sayer is trying 
to do. 

For 30 days, the Edmonton teach- 
ers diet will be comprised entirely 
of McDonald’s food, and he predicts 
he'll both lose weight and improve his 
‘general health. 

“L was trying to show my students 
how to be objective when evaluating a 
Situation,” he said. 


Teacher contests Supersize 
Mewith ‘slimmersize diet 


“I used the movie Supersize Me as 
an example of a biased viewpoint. 
My argument is that I can go on a 
similar diet and lose weight and be 
healthier.” 

Sayer, a science teacher at NorQuest 
College, doesn’t believe that the docu- 
mentary was a realistic evaluation of 
McDonald’s food, and thinks his plan, 
which will include daily exercise and 
multivitamins, will provide fairer 
results. 

“The only thing that’s going to 
change is what I eat,” Sayer said. 
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WOW... ABSOLUTELY WOW Rave reviews followed the Hidden Camera’s apocalyptic show last Sunday night. _ 


“NEAL WILDING 


Testify! The Hidden Cameras preside 
over the Powerplant’s Sunday service 


The Hidden Cameras 

with The Faunts and The All-Purpose 
Voltage Heroes 

Powerplant 

Sunday, 30January at 8pm 


TYSON KABAN 


Arts & 


Thank God for The Hidden Cameras. 

Judging from their energetic and 
shiny-happy performance on Sunday 
at the. Powerplant and the equally 
excited legion of hipsters who 


flooded the bar’s dance floor, The 
Hidden Cameras were truly made in 
His image. 

The rock-star septet made their 
entrance and jumped right into “Hey,” 
a spunky tune which showcased 
vocalist Joel Gibb’s fast-paced, gravely 
gospel. 

Backed by a three-man string sec- 
tion, a couple of keyboards, thumping 
drums and even a xylophone, Gibb 
ran through the 18-song set, casually 
pausing to make small talk about the 
weather. 


Crowd favourites “Golden Showers” 
and “Ban Marriage” elicited the most 
hollers and applause, but it was the 
band’s infectious enthusiasm and 
energy that made the scene reminis- 
cent of a southern Baptist church on 
Sunday morning. : 

It was as if the fans were hangin 
on Gibb’s next piece of gospel in a 
haze of hysteria, poised to concur 
emphatically with their hands in 
the air and their heads bopping in 
agreement. 
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Dont call me crazy 


Schizophrenia is a battle even 
without the stigma attached to it. 
Read about it in today’s feature. 


FEATURE, PAGE 13 


Biathlon Man 


Russell Bird, who just returned from 
the Universiade, explains why he'd 
rather break his leg than his ski pole. 
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University missed chance to display internationalism: prof 


TSUNAMI + CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

However, she did admit that most 
-of the administration was around for 
the holidays. 

Either way, Knight and Fernando 
agree that the U of A missed an impor- 
tant opportunity to become a leader in 
humanitarian efforts. 

“I was simply hoping that the 
University would do something sym- 
bolic; we are an international uni- 
versity and. we pride ourselves on 
being internationally recognized as an 


international institution, but I think 
that means that when things like this 
happen we have to demonstrate that 
we are an international university,” 
said Knight. 

Fernando also believes that the lack 
of administrative response has had 
a dampening effect on the student 
response. 

“Tt has to come from the top—stu- 
dents can only do so much with the 
funds that we have and the school that 
we have. The administration can defi- 


nitely encourage more,” she said. 

“It is hard to do things when the 
University does not really support it or 
encourage it.” ; 

The University refused to com- 
ment directly on the lack of immedi- 
ate response. 

However, they emphasized that 
they have made several steps towards 
determining how the University is 
going to help the relief effort over the 
next five to ten years. 

“What we have is the long-term 


expertise and that is where we are 
looking to use it. We are Starting very 
preliminary ‘stages of arranging our 
expertise,” explained Terry Mackey, 
director of international projects for 
U of A International. 

“I want to make [our response] 
professional, and I don’t want to do 
it in hurry to look as if we are doing 
something. I want to make sure that 
we are doing it well, and that is going 
to take time. You don't do this stuff 
instantly.” 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Daniel Kazor 
(production@gateway.ualberta.ca) 


CUTTINGLOOSE 

= Around 6:30am on 31 January Campus 
5-0 responded to an alarm in the Clinical 
Sciences Building, surprising a male 
attempting to steal an LCD projector. 
The perp brandished a large knife, keep- 

. ing the constables at a distance while 
he escaped via a locked set of double 
doors. 
Although EPS was contacted, the 
male eluded detection. The suspect is 
described as Caucasian and in his early 
30s with a bald/shaved head of patchy 
hair. He is approximately 611” and 180- 
200 Ibs. 


BUTTERDOME BEER GARDENS 

Around 9:15pm on 28 January, a non- 
affiliated male was behaving suspi- 
ciously while near his vehicle parked in 
Varsity lot. Constables approached the 
male and determined that he was intoxi- 
cated (after he admitted to drinking six 
beers). 

The man was issued a 24-hour sus- 
pension. He also stated he was about 
to start work in the Pavilion, setting up 
displays for a private contractor. The 
contractor was contacted and advised 
of the situation. 


MAYBE THE WALL PISSED THEM OFF 
Campus 5-0 received a report of a break- 
and-enter into an office located on the 
seventh floor of Clinical Sciences at 
approximately 8am on 28 January. The 
culprits gained access to the room by 
busting through a wall near the door 
handle. It is not known what, if anything, 
was stolen. 


PULLING GOD’S FINGER 

Campus 5-0 responded to a report of a 
gas leak at Michener Park. With the assis- 
tance of the Edmonton Fire Department, 
ATCO Gas and U of A Housing Staff, all of 
the persons living in the affected areas 
were evacuated. ATCO later determined 
that the leak was the result of a faulty 
valve and that there was no immediate 
danger. 


HARBOURING CRIMINALS 

Constables responded to a complaint 
of a suspicious male in:the Marina at 
Lister Centre at roughly 10am on 25 
January. The non-affiliated male was 
identified and found to be intoxicated. 
He also possessed an extensive crimi- 
nal history. The perp was trespassed and 
escorted off University property. He was 
observed back on campus shortly after 
12pm and was arrested for trespassing. 
He was then escorted off University 
property for a second time. 


ONE WAY TO DISASTER 

A vehiclé was stopped for driving the 
wrong way on a one-way street at 110 
Street and 90 Avenue by Campus 5-0 
at around 1am on 25 January. The non- 
affiliated wheel-man was noticeably 
impaired. He was subsequently arrested 
and the EPS was contacted. The vehicle 
was towed and the driver left in the cus- 
tody of the EPS. 


SHATTERED DECENCY 

On 24 January, just before midnight, a 
non-affiliated man, previously evicted 
from Lister Centre, returned to the resi- 
dence and broke a pane of glass ina door 
in Mackenzie Hall. 

Campus 5-0 located the male and 
arrested him for public intoxication 
and mischief. The intruder also had 
outstanding warrants for his arrest. He 
was turned over to the EPS and issued a 
formal trespass notice. 


Matt Mazurek 
Arts Ill 


Probably not. It would seem to provide 
an unfair advantage to any country 
who participated in that, much like the 
possession of nuclear warheads would, 
against anyone who doesn’t have that 
capability. | don’t know that much about 
the state it’s in now, but I’m assuming it 
could work quite well. 


STREETERS 


The United States has asked Canada to join a North American missile defense program. 


Should Canada participate? 


Alem Aklilu 
Physics II 


No. Basically it’s a point of deterrence, 
and it might just start another Cold 
War. | don’t think a lot of people want to 
be constantly afraid. Having the coun- 
try ruled by fear, | think, is a bad idea in 
general. 


Ran Zhuo 
Biology II 


No, | don’t think so. | don’t think that’s 
a good project. | think it’s a waste of 
money. Canada should concentrate on 
projects that do more for the people, 
like agriculture or industry. 


Compiled and photographed by Robin Collum andLeanne Fong 


Kathleen Polet 
Nutrition ll 


No, mainly because Canada needs to 
be on its own two feet, and | feel that 
there’s some things we shouldn't do 
with the US, one of those things being 
that. | don’t really see the point. If were 
trying to move towards world coop- 
eration, then that’s a step in the wrong 
direction. 
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WIL SHULBA 


WEAPONS OVER CANADIAN SPACE? Mel Hurtig fears Canada will become the next American colony. 


US weaponization of space threatens 
Canadian sovereignty, says Hurtig 


NICOLE TOMLINSON 


News Writer 


The New Unitarian Church was filled 
with song on Sunday evening as ladies 
in fancy hats opened for Mel Hurtig by 
chanting the tune “Missiles keep fall- 
ing on our heads.” 

Addressing an audience of about 200 


| people, the Canadian nationalist talked 


passionately about Canada’s role in the 


| United States’ plan to militarize space. 


“The prime minister, the minister 
of defense and the former minister of 
defense have been intentionally mis- 
leading Canadians,” he claimed. 

Hurtig explained that Martin, who 
he called a right-of-centre, conserva- 
tive continentalist, agreed to cooper- 
ate with the US plan to have a ballistic 
missile defens¢ (BMD) system in space 


last March, but has purposely not 


| made a public announcement because 


of the current political climate. 

He also blamed decisions of former 
leaders, including Brian Mulroney and 
Jean Chrétien, for clauses in the North 


| American Free Trade Agreement that 


threaten Canada’spoliticalandeconomic 
independence. 

“How much of the country are [pol- 
iticians] prepared to sell?” he asked. 

Hurtig cautioned that the US plan 
to militarize space isn’t really in the 
interest of defense as the American 
government claims. 

He explained that George W Bush 
has already walked away from the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, and 
plans to withdraw from the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty when its five-year 
review comes up in May., 

“The US BMD system is not defen- 
sive: you can always overwhelm a 
ballistic missile system [with incom- 
ing missiles]. It’s an offensive system 
meant to attack from space,” he said. 

He explained that it could lead to a 
global arms race and nuclear prolifera- 
tion unseen since the Cold War. 

“Once the US implements this 
system, countries like Korea and 
Serbia will think, “We'd better get 
some weapons ourselves,” he said. 

Hurtig saidd that the issue will be 
raised at the Liberal Convention in 


Ottawa in March, and that the deci- 
sions made there will determine the 
role Canada will play in the process. . 

“There should not be a vote in 
Parliament [on whether or not to sup- 
port the US] without a national debate 
taking place first,” he said. 

Hurtig warned if Canada agrees to 
support the US it could compromise 
the country’s international position. 

“Canada’s ability to continue to 
play an independent role would be 
seriously compromised and probabl 
negated,” he explained. 

He urged the group to write letters 
to their members of parliament and 
the prime minister to express their 
concern about the issue. He insisted 
that Canada supporting the US would 
be another step towards the loss’ of 
national independence. 

“We have the talent, the ability and 
the space to become the best country 
in the world,” he said. 

“We don’t want to become an 
American colony, but we will if we 
sign an agreement [for the BMD ‘of 
North America].” 


Local McDonald's dieter will consume 
‘more than Just the burgers, fries, and pop 


“yh oe haiag. faut MieDenalds 


P but ll be exercising and taking my 


supplements.” 

A representative of U of A’s Campus 
Health Centre declined to comment 
on the health risks involved in Sayer’s 
diet. However, Sayer noted that he will 


® beeating from all over the McDonald’s 
‘menu, something he said Morgan 


Spurlock did not do in the film. 
“He was saying that he would go 
through everything on the menu; 


| what he really did was go through all 
Fi combos. And since the combos are 


all burger-fry-pop combos, that’s all 


he had,” Sayer said. 


‘Tm going to have meals that incor- 


 Porate everything on the menu, and 
q that includes salads and fruit parfaits 
and all the healthy stuff.” 


According to McDonald’s, a full- 


| Sized salad can have between 90 and 


360 calories, before adding dressing. A 
fruit and yogurt parfait, without gra- 
hola, is 130 calories. 

Sayer insisted, though, that his diet 
Will still be burger-based, and that he 


will be eating full meals. 

“It’s not going to be just eating the 
salads and a small fries each day. It’s 
going to be meals,” he said. 


“Tm going to he 
meals that incorporate 


verything on the 


menu, and that 
includes salads and 
fruit parfaits and all 
the healthy stuff” 


LES SAYER, 
TEACHER, NORQUEST COLLEGE 


“For example, for breakfast I'll have 
an Egg McMuffin, hash browns, and 
orange juice. For lunch I'll have a Big 
Mac and salad, and for supper I'll have 
a protein platter with small fries and 
an apple pie.” 

Sayer recognized that the point he’s 
trying to make is different than what 


Spurlock was aiming for with the 
movie. 

“The whole idea of the movie was 
a comment on McDonald’s as a cor- 
poration and how they should share 


some social responsibility about 
the health of Americans,” Sayer 
mentioned. 


“But that’s not what this is about 
for me. For me it’s about looking at an 
issue in a balanced way.” 

To judge the results of his experi- 
ment, Sayer will undergo a physical 
before and after the diet, and plans 
on having blood work done as well to 
monitor his overall health. 

His only concerns going into the 
diet are related to the cost of the food. 

“I'm estimating that it would cost 
700 bucks to eat at McDonald's three 
meals a day for 30 days. But other 
than that I’m looking forward to it,” 
he said. 

“[My students] are really gung-ho 
about it. I think they're more inter- 
ested in watching their teacher eat 
himself to death. The staff here all 
think Fm nuts.” 


BAR 


WEDNESDAYS 


DOORS OPEN © 9PM 


Great Variety of Mudic all night! 


J} DRAFT BEER 


AlLMight ! 


BARNONE LOCATED AT 10551 WHYTE AVE 
FOR INFO OR PARTY BOOKINGS 
CALL BARNONE @ 032-0818 


SAVANNAH 


CD RELEASE PARTY 


WITH 


PER. u 


CALICO DRIVE 


& 


E-TOWN BEAT DOWN 


OS 3PM 


10551 S2ave 432.5058 
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< CRS SS LEANNE FONG 
MAKING POVERTY HISTORY International Week kicked off last Friday with a parade from CAB to SUB,.performances 


on SUB stage and the official grand opening of International House, U of A’s newest residence. Yesterday featured the 
week’s keynote address by Prince Cedza Dlamini of Swaziland, a UN Youth Ambassador and the grandson of Nelson 
Mandela. Fifty free events will take place throughout the week, finishing with a ticketed concert on Friday evening. 
Today’s keynote, Dr Caren A Grown of the International Center for Research on Women, is holding a lecture entitled, 
“Taking Action: Achieving the Millennium Development Goals of Poverty Reduction, Gender Equality and Women’s 
Empowerment.” It will take place at 7:30pm in the Engineering Teaching and Learning Centre. 


Three fluffy buttermilk pancakes served with butter and syrup, $3.95 


restaurant & par 


TAKE HIM OUT FOR BREAKFAST INSTEAD @fowcre:sv: 


New ministry brings focus 
to advanced learning — 


CHLOE FEDIO 
News Writer 


As the winter semester kicks into 
high gear, Students’ Union members 
and involved students are watching 
the provincial government closely, 
hoping the new ministry of Advanced 
Education is a sign of greater invest- 
ment in postsecondary education. 

After the provincial election in 
November, the government divided 
the former ministry of Alberta 
Learning into Alberta Education, dedi- 
cated to students from kindergarten to 
grade twelve, and Alberta Advanced 
Education for postsecondary learning. 

Postsecondary education is becom- 
ing crucial in Alberta as the economy 
relies more on the educated populace 
to stay strong, said David Hancock, 
minister of Advanced Education. 

“As we move into this knowledge- 
based economy, we know that in the 
future 64 per cent of the jobs are going 
to require a postsecondary education. 
We've got to have a well-educated 
society,” said Hancock. 

With the increased focus on higher 
learning, the provincial government 
and postsecondary institutions are 
negotiating funding proposals to 
improve the affordability of postsec- 
ondary education in Alberta. U of A 
SU President Jordan Blatz is advo- 
cating a fully funded tuition freeze, 
largely due to the recent U of A deci- 
sion which saw tuition increase for the 
24th consecutive year. 

“[A freeze] means that our tuition 
wouldn't increase from year to year, 
but rather the government would 
increase their funding on a yearly 
basis ... for.our quality of education 
to be maintained. This means that 
the burden would stop being shifted 
onto students and their families,” said 
Blatz. 

Hancock explained that the afford- 
ability of postsecondary institutions 
is a major priority for the provincial 
government. 

“Finances cannot be a barrier to a 


student getting an education. But there 
also has to be an appreciation that it 
a shared responsibility between stu. 
dents and families and the society as 
a whole, because we all get a benef; 
from it,” said Hancock. 

He added that there is need for 
wide range of postsecondary instity. 
tions in Alberta to produce a mor 
enriched society. 

“Access is about creating the places, 
but that’s not necessarily a physical 
chair at a university; that’s access to 
trade, access in a community Setting, 
access to literacy training—whateyer 
is required and where it’s required,” 
he said. 

Hancock explained that the provin- 
cial government hopes to provide the 
incentive and motivation for Albertans 
in the present and in the future to 
pursue higher education. 

“We need to be among the best in 
the world, Not for the sake of beating 
our chests and saying we're number 
one, but because as we move into this 
knowledge-based economy, and if we 
move [away] from a natural resource. 
based and a carbon-based economy. 
were only going to have a place for 
people to live and work in this prov. 
ince if we develop the technology ant 
unleash the innovation that will allow 
us to stay ahead in [education],” said 
Hancock. 

Blatz said that the intention is there 
but lots of work still needs to be doneto 
make sure improvements are made. 

“The government needs to take 
those words, take that rhetoric, and act 
on it. They need to put their mone f 
where their mouth is,” he said. 

Hancock said that the government 
will have to play a larger role than it 
has in the past to improve education 
in Alberta, but that the accessibility 
affordability and quality of education 
is a shared responsibility between the 
province and the institutions. 

“If we take care of the first two, the 
access and the affordability side, the 
institutions will take care of the qual 
ity,” said Hancock. 


Get The Leading Edge 


Career and Placement Services (CaPS) 

is here to help you make the transition from 
classroom to career. Plan to attend a workshop 
this February; register at CaPS (2-100 SUB). 
Feb. 1: Acing the Interview for Students in Business 


Feb. 2: Writing an Effective Curriculum Vitae (c.v.) and 
Cover Letter for Graduate Students in Arts, 
Education and Related Disciplines 


Feb. 3: Acing the Interview for Students in Engineering 


Feb. 3: Writing an Effective Curriculum Vitae (c.v.) and 
Cover Letter for Graduate Students in Science, 
Engineering and Related Disciplines 


Feb. 8: 4.0 Resumes for Students in Business 
Feb. 9: Acing the Interview for Students in Science 
Feb. 10: Acing the Interview for Students in Arts 


Feb. 16: So You Want to be an Academic - for Graduate 
Students in Science, Engineering and Related 


Disciplines 


Feb. 17: So You Want to be an Academic - for Graduate 
Students in Arts, Education and Related 


Disciplines 


(| PS 2-100 SUB « (780) 492-4291 


www.ualberta.ca/caps 


Career and Placement Services 


OPINION 


opinion@gateway.ualberta.ca » tuesday, 1 february, 2005 


NAFTA shouldn't be 
threatening public 
services 


A COURT BATTLE BETWEEN American courier 
giant UPS and the Canadian Union of Postal Workers 
began in Ontario last Monday after UPS accused 
Canada Post of unfairly violating Chapter 11 of 
NAFTA. 

This chapter allows corporations to seek com- 
pensation when government policies are deemed 
to harm their businesses. According to UPS, the fact 
that Canada Post is publicly funded gives it an unfair 
advantage over private delivery companies. 

This event has been widely under-reported in the 
media, which is a shame, considering the ramifica- 
tions it could have on everything from the Canadian 
justice system to other publicly funded services down 
the road. According to trade lawyer Steven Shrybman, 
who's representing the Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers, Ottawa exceeded its constitutional author- 
ity in agreeing to this provision of NAFTA, and he 
expressed concerns that “Foreign investors have been 
given the right to invoke international dispute pro- 
cesses that operate entirely behind closed doors and 
outside the framework of Canadian law and our court 
system.” Critics have also voiced their concerns that 
international law does not allow private companies to 
sue governments for damages. 

The Council of Canadians has also joined the fight, 
saying that this could set the precedent for future 
challenges against everything from the CBC to our 
healthcare system. 

While this point of view may seem a tad alarmist, 
it echoes the concerns of those who originally fought 
against NAFTA, and certainly isn’t outside the realm 
of possibility. 

As such, maybe it’s time for Canada to rethink its 
role in NAFTA. While it would probably do more 
harm than good for us to remove ourselves from the 
agreement entirely at this point, some revisions are 
definitely in order, and perhaps the upcoming meet- 
ing between Canada, the United States, and Mexico 
to discuss the agreement is just the place to raise our 
concerns. After all, we shouldn’t feel like we have 
to fight desperately to save our public services from 
American corporations when the United States isn’t 
even willing to follow rulings in favour of Canadian 
softwood lumber exports. 

Prime Minister Paul Martin is pushing for a stron- 
ger dispute mechanism within NAFTA, but this won't 
be enough to protect Canada in the long run. It’s time 
torevisit Chapter 11, along with the entire agreement, 
and fight for our juridical sovereignty. Canada cannot 
and should not be part of an agreement that violates 
our legal system and our constitution, and it’s time for 
Martin to make this clear. 

Because, as National Chairperson of the Council 
of Canadians Maude Barlow put it, “UPS claims that 
simply by having a public postal system, Canada is 
allowing unfair competition. By this logic, every 
public service from healthcare to education to the 
CBC could face similar lawsuits. We don’t intend to 
let foreign corporations destroy our public services 
without a fight.” 

The government should be on the front lines in 
this fight, not only to protect our public services, but 
to protect the sovereignty of our constitution on the 
international stage. Otherwise, next thing you know 
Fox will be seeking damages from the CBC. 


KRISTINE OWRAM 
Managing Editor 


lraq bests Canada 


Txoucu I’M SURE THERE'S still a little more 
dust that needs settling, preliminary reports from 
lraq indicate that the newly democratic nation 
had a whopping 57 per cent voter turnout rate in 
their recent election. To put this in perspective, last 
summer’s federal election here boasted a 61 per cent 
Voter turnout. 

Given that Iraqis had to deal with death threats, sui- 
tide bombings and mortar fire just to cast their ballots, 
Id say Canada got taught a lesson in democracy. 


DAVID BERRY 


Opinion Editor 
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Walrus publisher praises 
campus papers 


Last weekend in Edmonton, the 
Canadian University Press held its 
annual conference, and the orga- 
nizers were kind enough to invite 
me to speak. While my time with 
the delegates was short, and | was 
somewhat distracted by editing 
duties, it was a most gratifying 
experience. 

In the world of advertising agen- 
cies, public relations firms, et cetera, 
there is an enormous amount of 
talk about “capturing the youth 
market.” In political circles, many 
commentators speak of a certain 
“civic disengagement,’ and bemoan 
the apparent lack of interest in par- 
ticipatory democracy among young 
people. Over two days in Edmonton, 
| observed the following: the “youth 
market” does not want to be “cap- 
tured” and, judging by the discourse 
at the conference, the level of inter- 
est in matters of political and social 
significance is extremely high. 

Society at large requires those in 
the throes of university life and work 
to be pushihg the envelope, asking 
straightforward questions, holding 
political and institutional masters 
to account, and refusing to be taken 
for granted. Couched in sophisti- 
cated analyses and language, | saw 
such impulses writ large at your 
conference, and was struck by the 
sameness of purpose between edi- 
tors of CUP newspapers and my 
work at The Walrus. 

Our job as editors is to probe into 
issues and, through dedicated col- 
laborations with writers, produce 
articles, essays, reviews, and so on 
that are “must reads.” Clearly, from 
what | witnessed, media and public 
discourse in this country is going 
to get a necessary shot in the arm 


oe 
TAHAWAll by 


from the likes of those presently 
toiling away at university campus 
newspapers across Canada. 

Thanks again for the invitation. 


KEN ALEXANDER 
Publisher/Editorial Director 
The Walrus 


Ross Moroz is a 
chicken-stealing ‘cur’ 


An incident occurred with a 
Gateway writer on Saturday night 
that has troubled my mind ever 
since. | submit that one Ross Moroz, 
in the execution of his door-atten- 
dant duties at RATT, approached my 
table, where | was enjoying a tasty 
plate of deep-fried chicken parts, 
and simply helped himself to one 
of the tasty morsels without even 
a nod “hello” or obligatory remark 
about the sad state of professional 
cricket. 

After getting over the _ initial 
shock of having one of my delicious 
chicken “fingers” bogarted, | began 
wondering exactly how such a cad 
had slipped through the notori- 
ously rigorous Gateway screening 
process, which has gone a long 
way since 1915 when it was merely 
a question of surviving an all-star 
gauntlet of paddle-wielding provin- 
cial premiers and professors. Then | 
felt that | must do something, any- 
thing, to inform the Gateway's read- 
ership that this disagreeable cur, 
when not skipping class or crack- 
ing wise about the latest “rock n’ 
roll music” fads or other such trifle, 
is roaming this institution's finest 
establishments, a craven look in his 
bloodshot eyes, desperately seeking 
fried meats, and willing to go to any 
lengths to secure them to shove 
down his insatiable gullet. 

Beware, fair readers: should 
you see this detestable creature 
approaching your food and the 
democratic values you hold dear, 


ATUCTON 


grab a copy of the nearest issue 
of See or Vue or whatever free- 
dom-hating commie-pinko rag he 
contributes his residual disgusting 
thoughts to, and batter him with 
it until he returns to the primordial 
pool of scum and villainy where he 
belongs. 


LUKE FAUGHT 
Arts fll 


Maybe the ‘Golden 
Gastropods’ would 
placate Smit 


In regards to Emily Smit’s article 
“U of A teams should share a name” 
(27 January): Perhaps the U of A 
teams could join into one gender 
homogeneous organization, like 
the Golden Gastropods. 

You couldn't possibly have any 
argument for discrimination with 
the asexual wonder that is the snail. 
| mean, what team wouldn't be jeal- 
ous of a mascot that can have sex 
with itself? Plus, you’d be a natural 
at defense, what with that sturdy 
shell and all. Our players.might not 
move very fast, but with a viscous 
mucous coating and a stomach 
for a foot, no one would even dare 
get close enough to block a pass 
or make a tackle. Yes, the Golden 
Gastropods would dominate the 
athletics community. 


MICHAEL BLIZNER 
_ Mechanical Engineering tt 


Ostad, Christians, just 
need to get along 


This letter is in reference to Ramin 
Ostad’s article, “Message of tol- 
erance is lost in time of war” (27 
January). | personally have no flar- 
ing opinion on the matter of gay 
marriage, but | do believe that it’s 
important to be tolerant of every- 


te IRAQ 


one’s beliefs or customs. 

Ramin Ostad, the man who 
preaches about everybody else's 
lack of tolerance is, simply put, 
a hypocrite. Using phrases like 
“Christian extremist homophobes,” 
“CRACKPOT Christians” or saying 
that Christians are there to “spoil 
the sodomy” has to be one of the 
worst ways to convince people that 
gays should be allowed to run free. 
What he doesn’t seem to under- 
stand is that fighting is not going to 
solve this problem. 

On that note, I’d like to make ref- 
erence to Mikhael Horvath’s letter 
to the editor (“Ostad’s article ‘hate 
prdépagation,” 27 January), which 
was equally misunderstanding 
and hateful as anything Ostad has 
written. He fought for the side of 
Christianity, but still couldn’t help 
starting a fight over what is really 
just a problem of people's narrow- 
mindedness, and that includes 
people on the side of gay marriage. 

It might seem like a roundabout 
way of saying it, but I’m just sorry 
that | have to see these kinds of 
things in the Gateway. | mean, can’t 
we all just get along? 


STEPHEN KENNY 
Materials Engineering ll 


Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building, or e-mailed 
to opinion @gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
edit letters for length and clarity, and 
to refuse publication of any letter it 
deems racist, sexist, libelous, or other- 
wise hateful in nature. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the name, student identifica- 
tion number, program, and year of 
study of the author, to be considered 
for publication. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered. Letters calling 
a Gateway writer a “cur” are encour- 
aged, and are hilarious. 
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Attention Engineering Stt 


Gain the competitive 
edge with up-to-date 
AutoCAD Training 


Daytime, Evening and 
Weekend classes available 


autodesk... S)IGITALS 
780.414.0200 


authorized training center 
computer aided drafting & design training 


Your One Stop 
Consignment Shop 


Mexx « Guess « Hugo Boss ¢ Pe 
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Name Brand Clothing 
at Fantastic Prices 


Mens & Ladies 
Including Plus Sizes 


9090-51 Ave « ph. 432-2000 « fax 432-1985 


Show your student card and receive 25% OFF 
all regular priced items any day of the week 


bieRak pints 
$3.75 8-11pm 


Dance to today’s top 40 hits 
featuring DJ Redpoint 

NO cover charge 

FREE pool from 7-10pm 


Enter for a trip for two to Mexico during 

Reading Week (Feb 19th to Feb 26th), 

to be drawn on Friday, February 11th! No Cash Value. 
UAGD pints $2.75/pint, Pitcher $7.95 7-9pm 


Hi Balls $3.25 from 8-11pm 
Jim Beam $3.75 from 8-11 pm 


a’ sony (ama 
MALT MENT 
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POWERPLANT 


or fundraising opportunities 
Aservice for U of A Students, Staff, Alumni, & th 


@@e@eeeae ee GS SGCHRSERSEHC SHEE HReRESHAREE GS 


i 
| 
} 
i 
1 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
! 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 
i 
1 
i 
i 
| 
| 


Contentious health plan should kill the 
apathy that normally plagues SU elections 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


When it comes to Students’ Union 
elections, the general reaction from 
the student body on this campus is 
a shrugging of shoulders and what 
amounts to an audible sigh of disin- 
terest. This usually stems from the 
fact that the candidates and issues are 
of little importance or consequence. 
This year, though, things are unques- 
tionably different. 

With the election looming a little 
over a month away, the referendum 
on a student health plan is already 
shaping up to become the signifi- 


" cant issue—as it should be. The cur- 


rent SU Executive has decided that 
students are under-insured when it 
comes to health costs, and is propos- 
ing that students pay $115 a year to 
cover the costs of prescriptions, some 


| vision care, travel health insurance 


and a bit more, all the while allowing 
those currently covered under better 
plans to opt out of paying the fee. 
While this is a noble idea and sounds 
good for all parties—people who 
want it pay for it, those who don’t, 
don't—there are too many unan- 
swered questions about the plan. 
One of the biggest problems sur- 
rounding the idea is the part that 
deals with the ability of students to 
opt out of the plan, specifically the 
fact that students who don’t currently 
get better coverage won't be able to 


opt out. Why should it be up to the 
Students’ Union to decide the mini- 
mum level of healthcare coverage 
students should have? If a student 
decides he or she is perfectly con- 
tent to be covered with only Alberta 
Healthcare, he or she should be 
allowed the same chance to opt out 
as someone who has better coverage 
and instead put their money towards 
textbooks or the assortment of other 
dedicated fees students are required to 
pay. The idea of:the Students’ Union 
as a Big Brother who has the consent 
of students to manage aspects of life 
beyond campus is a little unnerving. 


Another question 

the Executive hasn't 
answered is how the 
proposed plan would 
affect the future of 

the current health 
services fee levied by 
the University, which 
costs full-time students 
$25.26 a term. 


What is more unnerving is that 
no matter what the restrictions on 
the opt-out are, the student experi- 
ence of health plans at other uni- 
versities paints an ugly picture of 
the services students can expect for 
their money. According to the McGill 
Tribune, while the fee for McGill’s 
health plan has been frozen since 
1996, an increasing number of opt- 


outs and claims have resulted in a 
decrease in the coverage provided, 
This is disturbing because the plan 
has been touted as a cost-effective 
move for students, even though the 
SU has provided no figures for the 
number of people who would benefit 
from this program or how the level 
of coverage will be maintained over 
time if claims and opt-outs climb, 
This information is critical, as stu- 
dents need to know if the investment 
is worthwhile, and if the plan they 
are asked to support today will be the 
minimum level of benefits they can 
expect in the future. 

Another question the Executive 
hasn’t answered is how the proposed 
plan would affect the future of the 
current health services fee levied by 
the University, which costs full-time’ 
students $25.26 a term. This fee sub- 
sidizes prescription drug costs from 
the pharmacy in the Bookstore and 
helps run the health clinic on the 
second floor of SUB—essentially the 
same services the proposed health 
plan will cover. If the referendum 
passes, students should be able to 
expect to get their money back 
from this fee and put it towards the 
health plan or other costs of higher 
education. 

With this issue on the ballot, there 
should be more discussion about the 
Students’ Union elections that are a 
little over a month away. While there 
may still be a dearth of interesting or 
exciting candidates for the various 
Executive positions, reacting to the 
referendum on the health plan with 
a shrug and a sigh will only end up 
hurting students. Let’s pay attention, 
for once. 


Human rights not the only problem in China 


Lax copyright laws affect more than ripped DVDs and fake purses 


IRIS 
TSE 


During his recent trip to Asia, our 


didactic prime minister, Paul Martin, 
stopped by China and once more 
admonished the Chinese on their 
atrocious disregard for human rights. 
While it’s nice for our PM to dig up the 
Bill Clinton book of diplomacy circa 
the mid-'90s, he’s missing something 
important. 

Look, I know the Chinese govern- 
ment seriously fucked up with that 
whole Tiananmen Square student riot, 
and despite constant nagging from 
every world leader who has set foot in 
China ever since, we have yet to see any 
visible improvement. But Mr Martin, 
along with the rest of the world, seems 
to have overlooked another important 
Chinese issue that sorely needs address- 
ing: copyright laws. 

And this isn’t only about cheaply 
imitated Louis Vuitton purses or 
bootlegged Harry Potter DVDs. This 
is a much bigger issue. I’m sure most 
of you still remember the news of 
fake milk powder that circulated 
months ago. Pictures of severely mal- 
nourished babies with abnormally 
large heads surfaced on numer- 
ous news sources and no doubt 
enraged the entire civilized world. 
Unfortunately, that wasn’t an isolated 
incident. The fact that there was more 
than one brand of fake milk powder 


shows that there is a collective mind- 
set among Chinese merchants; they 
really would stoop this low in order 
to make a quick buck. 


In China, practically 
anything can be faked. 
Horror stories include 
“soy sauce” made out of 
hair, lunchmeat made 
with rotten meat of . 
unknown origin, and 
fake eggs. 


But if you think a few sickly babies 
were the end of the story, you're sorely 
mistaken. In China, practically any- 
thing can be faked. Horror stories 
include “soy sauce” made out of hair, 
lunchmeat made with rotten meat of 
unknown origin, and fake eggs. That's 
right: fake eggs. They had shells and 
everything. Chinese farmers, aware 
that oranges with a Sunkist sticker 
can fetch a higher price, actually went 
through the laborious process of dying 
their green and malnourished oranges 
a more attractive shade of orange. They 
even went through the trouble of apply- 
ing fake Sunkist stickers to them. 

The sad thing is these aren’t urban 
legends passed on from a friend of a 
friend. These are real issues faced by 
Chinese citizens. Ask any one of your 
Chinese friends and I’m sure they can 
tell you many similar stories. Clearly, 
Chinese merchants are the most inno- 
vative and entrepreneurial bunch of 


people on this planet. After all, who 
else would think of stewing hair to 
make soy sauce or bootlegging an 
orange? 

Unfortunately, their intelligence is 
applied in all the wrong places. I guess 
part of it can be blamed on society. 
Despite the country’s recent economic 
boom, most Chinese, especially the 
ones who live away from coastal 
cities, are still living in poverty and 
are likely uneducated. A lack of money 
combined with a lack of education 
makes these people especially vulner- 
able to counterfeit merchandise. They 
can’t distinguish whether a package of 
milk powder is real or not, but they do 
know that it is cheap enough to afford. 
These people just don’t have the means 
to defend themselves. 

In addition to all of these socio- 
economic factors, the idea of “copy- 


right” is still a fairly foreign concept 


to most Chinese. When confronted, 
these merchants rarely show any 
remorse. Instead, they quickly move 
onto the next thing they can counter- 
feit. Counterfeiting has become the de 
facto cottage industry in many small 
villages. ; 

Now that China is a member of the 
WTO, counterfeit issues like this can 
no longer be swept under the rug 
China needs to polish its act and crack 
down on counterfeit merchandise. In 
addition, people need to be educated 
about the harm of counterfeit prod- 
ucts in order for this vicious cycle 
to stop. 

So I suggest the next time our PM 
visits China, he might want to criticize 
the Chinese on their porous copyright 
laws instead of just human rights. 
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GAUMONT 


| wood just like to say thank-you to 
the U of A’s chair of English, who has 
come to his senses and proposed get- 
ting rid of what everyone nows is the 
worst class ever: I’m talking, of coarse, 
about the first-year, six-credit English 
class, otherwise known as the biggest 
waist of time in my life. 

Now, I’m shure that all those pan- 
sies who take English as there major 
think that reading poetry and crap 
like that is importent, but as a busi- 
ness student, I can tell you that it’s 
boring and useless. Literiture in 
general, and reading and righting in 
particular, has no place in todays fast 
paced environment, where decisions 
half to be made and there is no time 
to read about things that happened in 
the 1800s. 

In other words, weather or not you 
can right an essay just doesn’t matter— 
what matters is whether or not you can 
get a good job, and a descent car while 
your at it, because that’s what people 
are going to see when they look at 
you. And as “kultured” as you may be 
with your fancy English and a knowl- 
edge of the Canterbury Tails or other 


English shoodint be mandetory 


“And as ‘kultured’ as you may be with your fancy 
English and a knowledge of the Canterbury Tails or 
other boring plays written by Shakespeare in English 
that you can’t even understand, that stuff just isnt 
going to help you get a job at a major avertising ferm 
or that hi-paying goverment position you mite want.” 


boring plays written by Shakespeare 
in English that you can’t even under- 
stand, that stuff just isnt going to help 
you get a job at a major avertising ferm 
or that hi-paying goverment position 
you mite want. 

Nobody that I now from my 
English 101 class, as it was nown 
back then, even remotely injoyed 
that class, and they all thought it was 
retarded and pretty much impossible. 
I mean, when are we ever going to 
need to right an essay about a book 
in the reel world? Who even reeds 
books that they don’t half to in their 
stupid English class anyways? I now I 
don’t, not when The Apprentice is on 
TV and the bars are still open, thats 
for damn sure. 

Besides, I coud have used those 
credits on a way sweeter class, like 
Physical Activity 245, witch I here has 
lots of hot chicks in it every semester. 
But most importantly, their are more 
important thing’s in this world then 
books and storys, like actual nowledge 
about reel things that you mite need 
to now. 

In the few essays that I do half to 


right, my teacher’s dont care about 
grammer. But my “English teacher,” 
if you can call her that cause she was 
just a grad student who prolly doesnt 
now anything about being a teacher, 
was a hardass about all that crap. She 
kept talking about sentince shrapnel or 
something like that, plus she always 
corrected my speling, which if you ask 
me realy doesn’t madder at all, as long 
as the person understans what your 
tryin to say. 

Most of everyone learn everything 
they nead to now by the time they get 
there grade nine, myself included. I 
did those stupid Comunicashin Skilss 
work-book’s in grade school, and that 
was enuf for me. If Im going too uni- 
vercity now its too get my degree and 
not to take grade skool agen. 

In co clusion I wo d1ke to po nt out 
that reed ng and r ghting is on it’s w y 
out in to ays world, and.is not going 2 
bee need d in the f tur. Plus in tod ys 
w rid we have co pute s & sell-fo es + 
walk e-talk es + emale + vo cemale 
+ word + space + OMG, LOL ROTEL, 
IMHO, YKSJINM + WWJD ;) ;) ;) 
@--}--- *%#°%#$ 


Polygamy is alright if adults are consenting 


ADAM 
SNIDER 


It looks like the same-sex marriage 
debate is heating up again. And, 
true to form, a number of conser- 
vative groups are tossing around 
the ol’ “slippery slope” argument. 
While these groups are slightly less 
ridiculous than Texas Senator John 
Cornyn, who once compared same- 
sex marriage tO a man marrying a 
box turtle, their argument—that 
legalizing same-sex marriage will 
inevitably lead to the legalization of 
polygamy—doesn’t hold the vodka 
they must have been swilling when 
they formulated it. 

Saying that the legalization of one 
form of marriage will inevitably lead 
to the legalization of another is like 
saying that masturbation will inevi- 
tably make you go blind—it just 
ain't true. Societies always draw the 
line somewhere, and our society has 
drawn the line at polygamy. Simply 
put: gay marriage will not lead to 
legalized polygamy, because no politi- 
Cian is going to stake his or her career 
on an idea as unpopular as matrimo- 
nial three-ways. But really, I’m not sure 
why the slippery slope club is so upset 
by the concept of legalized polygamy 
anyway, 

Sure, polygamy can have negative 
Side effects—we've all heard the sto- 
ties of child abuse among polygamous 
teligious sects in the United States— 
but these cases are the exception. 
Throughout history, humans have 
Practiced polygamy without prob- 
lems; in Biblical Israel, for example, 
polygamy was quite common. The 
children of polygamous marriages 
generally grew up to be well-adjusted 
People who didn’t deviate from the 
Social norms of their cultures, and 
there really isn’t a reason to assume 


that the children of modern polyga- 
mous relationships would be any dif 
ferent. As long as we're talking about 
consenting adults—not women 
forced into polygamous marriages 
against their will—it simply isn’t 
reasonable to assume that children 
produced by such a marriage would 
be any worse off than children raised 
by single parents, another family unit 
that many conservatives strangely 
find abhorrent. 

Regardless of how it would affect 
the children, there are other reasons 
polygamy is frowned upon. For one, 
it is often viewed as misogynistic. 
While this is no doubt a fair assess- 
ment of many polygamous relation- 
ships, we aren't exactly living in Salt 
Lake City here. We're talking about 
consenting adults, not women who 
are forced into marriages because of 
cultural factors beyond their control. 
Additionally, in this age of equality, 
it must be assumed that if polygamy 
were to be legalized, polyandry—one 
woman having multiple husbands— 


The sack beating today goes out 


to the inconsiderate organizers of 
International Week—or “I Week,” as 
they like to call it—for going far past 
the bounds of common courtesy with 
their “cultural celebrations.” 

Early this morning, the demon- 
strators set up in the main corridor 
of HUB—and likely elsewhere on 
campus, though | did not care enough 
to inquire—and proceeded to drown 
out all sound in a 100-meter radius 
with their incessant announcements: 
yes, it is International Week; yes, some 
prince related to Nelson Mandela is 
in town; yes, there are belly dancers. 
Thank you. 

While most HUB residents likely 
wouldn't have minded the heads-up, 
most were still tucked away in bed, as 


would be given the okay as well. And, 
again, we're talking about consenting 
adults who are fully aware of the type 
of marriage they're getting themselves 
into. Besides, misogyny still exists 
in “traditional,” monogamous mar- 
riages, so it’s unlikely that legalizing 
polygamy would make it more preva- 
lent than it already is. 

So even if the vast majority of 
society may be offended by the very 
concept of polygamous or polyan- 
drous marriages, it doesn’t mean we 
have the right to disallow consent- 
ing individuals from entering into 
whatever form of marriage they like. 
And, before you slippery slopers start 
writing your letters, I am not advo- 
cating the legalization of pedophilia, 
bestiality, or any other relationship in 
which one partner lacks the ability to 
consent. But, in the case of polygamy, 
polyandry—hell, even adult incest, 
though even I'm not going to touch 
that one—there is, as Pierre Trudeau 
famously said, “no place for the state 
in the bedrooms of the nation.” 


HUB residents often are. Thankfully 
for their sakes the event organizers 
had the foresight to crank the amps 
up to ear-stabbing level and repeat 
the announcement every 40 seconds, 
vigilantly ensuring that no one forgot 
about the Hula-Hoops and patchouli. 
At my place of employment across 
the hall | couldn’t even hear my own 
customers—but at least | knew there 
were giant dancing puppets! 

Erasing poverty is a pleasant goal, to 
be sure, and | certainly support peoples’ 
right to make ridiculous caricatures of 
other cultures, but a few lessons in 
common courtesy might make future 
“| Weeks” a bit more popular. 


JAMES STORRIE 


The Burlap Sack is a semi-regular fea- 
ture where a person or group who 
needs to be put in a sack and beaten 
is ridiculed in print. No sack beatings 
are actually administered. 


* Burgers * Sandwiches * 
Every Monday 4 pm - 9 pm 


Until February 28 2005 


Rick & Alice's Grill 


Home Style Cuisine 


7106-109 St. 413-9606 
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2004 Tax Forms 


Bear Tracks 


The T2202A (Tuition and Education Amount Certificate) Tax 
Forms will not be mailed out to students for the 2004 tax 
year. Instead, you can access your 2004 form on Bear 
Tracks now. 


To access it... 


* login to Bear Tracks 
* navigate to Personal! Portfolio 
* follow the 12202A Tax Forms link 
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Note: when you file your tax return it is not necessary to submit 
the printed form unless you are transferring an amount to a third 
party. If you require the printed form to transfer an amount, you 
will be able to print it yourself after opening it on Bear Tracks. 


https://www.beartracks.ualberta.ca 


ALL DAY AND ALL NIGHT 


24/7 


STUDY 
SPACE 


Main Floor of SUB Will Be Open 

24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week, 

Except Statutory Holidays, From 
January 10 to April 30, 2005 


(Food Vendors Will Maintain Their Current Hours) 
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Critical thinking in short supply today 


CHAD 
BARTSCH 


Ina world perpetually geared towards 
over-sensationalism, it should come 
as no surprise how people can get 
caught up in the flash of it all. Where 
the so-called intelligent newspapers 
are written at a grade-eight level 
and local newscasts are delivered by 
people more concerned about the 
balance in their hair than in their 
news stories, it’s not surprising that 
many have lost their sense of critical 
thought. 

The problem of decreasing levels of 
critical thinking is certainly a multi- 
faceted one, and is defined in part 
by how children are educated about 
the way the world works. Ostensibly, 
education is something that occurs 
in the classroom. However, the most 
influential source of a child’s educa- 
tion comes from informal sources, 
namely the media, in all its surrepti- 
tious forms. 

By the time children reach the start 
of their toddler years, they will have 
been exposed to untold numbers of 
‘advertisements, each a barrage of 
falsity, informing the lil’ consumers 
what they cannot live without. For 
critically minded parents, this would 
be an ideal time to begin teaching the 
young ones about media literacy and 
discerning between fact and fiction. 
The unfortunate thing about this is 
that many adults have trouble distin- 
guishing between the two. 

Some encouraging news has to do 
with proposed changes to curricu- 
lum in secondary social studies, with 
more of an emphasis on teaching 


“Some faculties on this campus seem to be prone to 
significantly lower levels of critical thought than 
others (insert your nomination here). As a result, 
it would seem as though this trend is destined to 
continue for at least one more generation, if not even 


longer.“ 


skills required for critical thought and 
media literacy in the classroom. This 
is essential, as constructing a sense of 
media awareness creates citizens who 
can actually think critically. 

For starters, becoming media literate 
is integral to understanding how cor- 
porations and governments influence 
the choices of citizens and consumers 
through various advertising mediums. 
This is especially true in an age where 
companies frequently enlist psycholo- 
gists to better assist them in manipu- 
lating their target demographic for, 
say, the latest Mach-50 razor—you 


-wouldn’'t believe it, but fifty blades do 


cut better than three. 

Moreover, this type of thinking is 
not simply confined to what many 
would call the uneducated world. 
Some faculties on this campus seem 
to be prone to significantly lower 
levels of critical thought than others 
(insert your nomination here). As a 
result, it would seem as though this 
trend is destined to continue ‘for at 
least one more generation, if not even 
longer. 


What upsets me more than any- — 


thing, though, is that when our soci- 
ety as a whole is faced with a collective 
decision, such as an election, my per- 
ception is that the majority of people 
shrug and let out a collective “meh.” 
This is. especially frustrating for 
those of us who actually think criti- 
cally about the world, not simply 
because of the everyday problems that 
go unnoticed, but because larger and 
more dangerous issues are being cre- 


ated as a result of this ambivalence. 

The most apparent example of 
this was the American election back 
in the fall. The Bush administration 
racked up historic trade and fiscal 
deficits, ballooned the bureaucracy, 
and went to war over false presump- 
tions during its first four years in 
office. The callous use of force that 
the United States recently displayed 
has turned the world into a place 
where it is acceptable to attack any 
country, as long as you accuse them 
of hiding WMDs first. All the while, 
the docile citizens of America buy 
into the nationalistic rhetoric dissem- 
inated from good ol’ Uncle Sam that 
criticizing the president is an inher- 
ently evil and un-American thing 
to do. 

Closer to home, just a few weeks 
ago we discovered that Ralph Klein, 


through his magical “Third Way,” is ‘ 


planning on contravening tenets of 
the Canada Health act, even though 
a sizable majority of Canadians—and 
Albertans—are completely opposed to 
for-profit medicine. 

Sadly, though, I doubt that we as 
Albertans will question this complete 
abuse of a mandate. In fact, I would 
surmise that the majority of Albertans 
lack the perspicacity needed to evalu- 
ate what Klein is saying. But if Alberta 
is to avoid a substantial shift down a 
dangerous path, many people who 
usually play the role of benchwarmer 
are going to need to get off their comfy 
couches and engage their minds in 
some form of critical thought. 


Quest for happiness can do 
more harm than good 


PAUL 
MOORE 


Iam nota happy person. I’m optimis- 
tic, upbeat, and cheerful. But happy? 
Nota chance. The quest for happiness 
is a tragic epidemic, and I intend to 
remain immune. 

Emerging as adults in a profit-ori- 
ented world, students replace the 
humility of youth with jealousy and 
greed. The promise of this thing 
called happiness skews our judge- 
ment as we search to distinguish our- 
selves with prestige and commercial 
influence. 

Reaching for the top rung of the 
corporate ladder, we are motivated 
not by social conscience or aspi- 
rations of collective good, but by 
petty dreams of personal luxury and 
extravagance. 

Happiness, then, is a delusional 
value. With the goal of absolute 
ecstasy comes an obsession with 
gratification and an abrupt end to 
the growth and development of the 
moral individual. This, people, is a 
serious problem. The myth of happi- 
ness is ruining nations. 

Way back in 1776, the American 
Declaration of Independence prom- 
ised our self-centred southern neigh- 
bours “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” Since then, the people of 
the United States have been united by 
a desire for the plastic shimmer of a 
Hollywood lifestyle, and have vora- 
ciously fought against each other to 
achieve it. As each citizen competes 


to gain the fortune they feel they 
deserve, society crumbles, augment. 
ing a growing gap between the ol. 
garchy of the rich and the masses of 
struggling poor. 

The blissful fulfilment of the 
whoring and materialistic ideals of 
American capitalism have put the 
nation in insatiable debt, brought 
about political misguidance, and 
created such global discontent that 
citizens of the world were will. 
ing to fly airplanes into buildings, 
That’s the cost of a national quest for 
satisfaction. 

However, this doesn’t mean that 
the answer to social troubles is 3 
dreary existence of masochism and 
hardship. We simply need to act 
based on the common good rather 
than personal impulses and desires, 
And, as Canadians, we're on our way. 
We are granted “peace, order and 
good government” by our constitu- 
tion, a socially conscious approach 
that places the good of the commu- 
nity ahead of the fickle whims of the 
population. Canadians must use this 
base to continue making decisions 
that bring global benefit rather than 
fulfilling our own fleeting wishes. 

So, instead of using that twoonie in 
your pocket to buy yet another shot 
of rye, give it to the underprivileged 
person freezing outside of the bar. 
Get out and shovel your sidewalk, 
hold the door for someone, smile at 
an elderly person on the bus, ask the 
cashier at the coffee shop how his day — 
was, or politely decline a telemarket- 
er’s offer. 

Embrace the inconvenience and 
escape from your conceited shell to 
help make someone’s life better. It 
may not make you happy, but that’s 
not the point, now is it? 


‘Black’ culture still as popular as ever 


IAN 
KETEKU 


It was a cold and stormy night and I was 
on my way to school for a night class. 
As I hopped onto the bus, I noticed 
an adolescent male sitting at the back 
wearing certain attire that appeared 
“shady,” including a shirt that illus- 
trated the members of G-Unit. Icouldn’t 
help but investigate further. After care- 
ful observation I came to the conclu- 
sion that this young man was deaf. I 
then wondered how in the world this 
person could claim to represent G-Unit 
and Eminem; after all, don’t they make 
music? The only knowledge this indi- 
vidual would have of the aforemen- 
tioned artists would be from television 
or his peers. The fact of the matter was 
that, like most people, he was.enam- 
oured not by the music, but by the cul- 
ture he associated it with. 

He is part of a universal problem 
I like to call the “eroticism of being 
black.” We are enclosed by a soci- 
etal cave that tells us it’s cool to be 
black. When I go to the club with 
my white roommate I’m approached 
by numerous women wishing to cut 
a rug. Unfortunately, my roommate 
does not receive as many offers. As he 
approaches these dancing damsels, 
some reply, “Sorry, I only dance with 
black guys.” As if we are some sort 
of trophy. 


I find it important to make the dis- 
tinction between black culture and 
hip-hop culture. There is no such 
thing as black culture, just as there is 
no such thing as white, red, brown or 
yellow culture. Black is only the skin 
colour associated with a way of life. 
Furthermore, it’s a way of life based 
on music (hip hop), not blacks as a 
demographic. 


It reminds me ofa 
quote by Paul Mooney 
on an episode of The 
Chappelle Show. He 
stated, “Everybody 
wants to be a nigger, 
but nobody wants to be 


a nigger.” 

For example, Eminem is a white 
rapper, but critics would call him a 
“wigger” due to the fact that he par- 
ticipates in a conceived black realm. 
Conversely, a black man, like myself, 
would not be identified with white 
culture for playing croquet, a predom- 
inantly British leisure activity. 

So why is every North American 
teenager in a Sean Jean outfit clas- 
sified as acting black? I doubt that 
anyone who's ever been to Somalia 
would claim that the blacks there are 
not “real blacks” because they don’t 
dress in baggy clothes and Crypt 


walk. Nonetheless, it’s imperative that. 


we abolish this preconceived notion. 


After all, my grandma is black but she 
doesn’t “shake it like a Polaroid pic- 
ture.” 

The allure of being black is similar to 
the allure of being oppressed as adopted 
by punk culture. Punk music in its 
origins is anti-authority. Today, there 
exist those who wear Che Guevara T- 
shirts with pride but could not name 
the leader of government at the time 
of Che's revolution. Likewise, many 
of those who claim they are part of a 
larger hip-hop community couldn't 
name the first rap song to hit the main- 
stream. They walk around with baggy 
pants, not knowing that baggy pants 
came from the neglect of jail officers to 
provide those incarcerated with belts. 
Again, this is not just a problem with 
rap culture, but with individuals who 
claim such titles as feminists, commu- 
nists, socialists, et cetera. They are only 
part of the movement to’ the extent to 
which they see fit. 

It reminds me of a quote by 
Paul Mooney on an episode of The 
Chappelle Show. He stated, “Everybody 
wants to be a nigger, but nobody 
wants to be a nigger.” This demon- 
strates how people want to be part of 
a culture when it is in style, such as 
having “homeboys.” If you take the 
literal context of the word “nigger,” 
however, not one person would want 
to be traded as a slave or marginalized 
by society. 

In fact, this isa warning to all people, 
races, and colours alike. Question 
your conformed state, values, and 
especially why you recite lyrics hap- 
hazardly without knowing what they 
mean. Skeet skeet skeeeet mo fo! 


WORD It’s all part of the “eroticism of being black.” 
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The best little knife fight in Stab Town 


The Citadel's West Side Story’ focus on crowd-pleasing razzle-dazzle is as goofy as its cast of pirouetting street thugs 


West Side Story 

Directed by Bob Baker 

Starring Mairi Babb, Pamela Gordon 
andJohn Ullyatt 

The Citadel 

Now Playing 


LEAH COLLINS 


Arts & & Entertainment Edit itor 


Somehow, some day, somewhere, you've 
watched West Side Story. Maybe your mom 
plopped you in front of the Betamax to behold 
what she always treasured as a film classic, and 
you learned a very important lesson: gang vio- 
lence and racism are totally hilarious. 

While the play's “gritty” themes and 
Shakespearean tragedy-inspired story may try. 
to convince you otherwise, West Side Story’s 
iconic choreography of prancing street thugs and 
its showboat-y soundtrack has been set in the 
cultural consciousness as a sort of cheap-laughs 
touchstone. 

Take, for instance, those Royal Rumble ads 
from last December, the ones featuring WWE 
wrestlers bellowing from technicolor rooftops 
about how they’re “gonna rumble tonight,” those 
“crazy cool” Gap ads of a few years back, or even 
the unintentional humour of Cher’s one-woman 
production of the musical. 

But West Side Story’s somewhat goofy legacy 
hasn't kept the Citadel from mounting the play as 
their musical offering this season. And judging 
from the production, they’ve done so with good 
reason. Sashaying knife-fighters might be a little 
ridiculous, but they’ve got enough razzle-dazzle 
to go along with their pirouetting stab-action to 
put people in the seats. 

The Citadel’s West Side Story does not reso- 
nate—as some stiffnecked opening night- 
ers might have you believe—with dark and 
timeless themes (though,the play’s basic plot 
of warring New York gangs—one white, one 
Puerto Rican—and a doomed love between 
a boy and girl from opposite sides, is unmis- 
takably dramatic). It’s clear from The Citadel’s 


painstakingly traditional approach to the play 
that they're aiming for no more than familiar, 
cruise ship-style entertainment writ Shoctor 
Stage large. 

The show opens with dancing—a slight cho- 
reographic variation on the familiar theme of 
high-jumping thugs. We've seen it before (even 
Bretta Gerecke’s set of girders and fire escapes— 
though often strikingly inventive—is instantly 
recognizable West Side style), but it’s hard not to 
be marginally entertained by a troupe of toughs 
executing endless aerial kicks. 

However, there’s no tension behind this 
spectacle, giving the first act a shaky start. 
And tension, if anything, is what the audi- 
ence should feel from West Side Story: tension 
to establish the feud between rival gangs the 
Jets and Sharks; tension between the roman- 
tic leads, Tony and Maria. Without tension, 
the gangs can’t really “rumble,” despite their 
impressive dance steps. 

There's little electricity between the lovers, 
too. Mairi Babb is lovely as Maria—making 
what's little more than a stock heroine with a 
Char-o accent into an endearingly genuine char- 
acter. Despite the abruptness of her and Tony’s 
romance, it’s easy to believe Babb’s Maria is in 
love. Mind you, it’s not so clear that she should 
have fallen for Tony. 

Tony’s a bland enough guy on the page— 
despite his implied gangland history—so John 
Ullyatt has no enviable task in taking the lead. 
But always compared to Babb’s understated 
grace, Ullyatt’s Tony comes off as a schmaltzy, 
infatuated school boy with a tendency to lounge- 
singer stylize his musical numbers that’s as goofy 
as street toughs spitting “daddy-o” peppered 
dialogue. 

While there isn’t much tension between the 
players, the in-house musicians, playing Leonard 
Bernstein's original score, thankfully do their 
best to make up for it. The eleven-member 
orchestra reminds the audience why the show 
has survived as it has, punctuating every moment 


as Bernstein's suspenseful notes jump from shad-. 


ows in alleyways and backroom barstools. 


COURTESY OF EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 


PRETTY AND WITTY AND GAY West Side Story’s Lady-Sharks. 


But the musical punch isn’t enough to make 
you see past the flashy street dancing and into 
anything that might be considered a “relevant” 
social issue. If this production of West Side 


Story rings true with anything today, it’s that 
the appeal of a crowd-pleasing song and dance 
is everything. And when it comes to that sort of 
order, twinkle-toe delinquents will do just fine. 


Cardiff aims to move audiences 
to matrimony and/or fisticuffs 


Craig Cardiff 

with Strada and Robin Nash 
Sidetrack Café 

Wednesday, 2February 


MARK WOYTIUK 

Arts & Entertainment Writer _ ee 
Everyone wants to be a singer-songwriter. They 
are everywhere: a romantic army of traveling 
minstrel poets liberated from the demands of 
gur workaday existence. What is the reason for 
the ubiquity of this musical class? Singer-song- 
writer Craig Cardiff suggests it’s just a matter of 
convenience. 

“There is a practical aspect to being a singer- 
songwriter,” he says. “I’ve been around the world 
and I'm sitting here outside a coffee shop with a 
guitar and a pedal board. It’s easy for me to do 
this, ‘whereas it would be really hard with a full 
band.” 

From a distance he lives up to the troubadour 
image; Cardiff’s a sensitive type with a guitar 
and he’s also a model ultra-polite Canadian. He 
Sings about Canada using Canadian images and 
Canadian pop-culture icons in his lyrics. He 
has played in living rooms, church basements, 
cafés and bars across the country. Somehow, this 
fondness for Canadiana earns him a wholesome 
image, but this is only a cover for his real agenda: 
tiling up his audience. 

“Music is a big part of what I do and what I 
love, but the performance and engagement with 


the audience is as important and often that’s not 
done by acting politely,” he says. “The idea is 
that whatever art—how ever it is being deliv- 
ered, whether it is a painting or a poetry read- 
ing—you should end up either on one side of the 
fence or the other at the end of it. If you just walk 
away unfazed or feeling okay, essentially you've 
just gone and watched a film at Famous Players, 
which is not what I want.” 

Cardiff compares himself to Andy Kaufman or 
Lenny Bruce and claimis that his art relies on his 
live performance. “I like to approach shows with 
the idea that there is either going to be a wed- 
ding or fist fight at the end of it.” 

It’s hard to say whether audiences will come to 
revile or revere Cardiff’s show, but maybe that’s 
not the important question. Considering there 
are so many singer-songwriters out there, why 
should we want to see another one? For Cardiff, 
the answer is that every show is different. 

“I just think that the best songs are the ones 
that cause reflection and talk about your expe- 
rience,” he says. “A lot of my material touches 
on that and the storytelling aspect of my show 
is the part that I really love. It’s important for me 
to keep that and hopefully that comes across to 
people who come to shows—the idea that you're 
not sure what's going to happen next.” 


Craig Cardiff 
also playing SUB Stage 
Wednesday, 2February at 12pm 


Dont Seek this one out 


Hide and Seek 

Directed byJohn Polson 

Starring Robert De Niro, Dakota Fanning, 
FamkeJanssen and Elisabeth Shue 
NowPlaying 


MICHAEL LAROCQUE 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Hide and Seek is the type of thriller that will 
leave you in a panicked, questioning state, won- 
dering whether Robert De Niro will ever make a 
decent film again. 

De Niro plays New York City shrink David 
Callaway, a doting father and recent widower. 
His wife has committed suicide in their bathtub 
and his otherwise cheery daughter Emily (Dakota 
Fanning) turns creepy and stoic after seeing her 
mother’s dead body. Deciding that a change of 
scenery is the best thing for Emily, David packs 
up and moves to a half-deserted town in upstate 
New York. 

It sounds like a decent idea, but out in the 
country, Emily is still equally miserable—that is, 
until she meets Charlie. 

Charlie is Emily’s imaginary friend. He not 
only plays hide and seek with her but he also 
becomes her partner in crime, helping her taunt 
David more and more until her escapades esca- 
late from petty vandalism to violence. Believing 
his daughter incapable of committing such acts, 
David starts to wonder if perhaps one of the 
mysterious town-folk could really be the unseen 
Charlie. 

The story’s as childish as, well, a game of 


hide and seek, and it’s not difficult:to discover 
the culprits responsible for the movie’s weak- 
nesses. Director John Polson’s last entry on a very 
short CV is the questionably thrilling Swimfan, 
and along with first-time screenwriter Ari 
Schlossberg, the blame for this monstrosity of a 
horror flick is on the shoulders of those behind 
the camera. 

The main characters are thinly drawn with 
little motivation, leaving the audience only 
mildly invested in their safety and well-being. 
Without any emotional investment, it’s diffi- 
cult to get riled up over the thought of Dakota 
Fanning being kidnapped or empathize with De 
Niro’s inability to console his daughter after her 
mother’s death. 

Moreover, the “creepy” townspeople go so 
over the top with shady stares and ominous, 
innuendo-filled mutterings that they might as 
well be carrying giant neon signs reading, “Hey! 
I'm a smokescreen!” 

And not to spoil the film, but the mandatory 
“twist” ending of this movie is not so much 
a shock as it is—along with most of the other 
“surprising” elements of the movie—an anti- 
climactic unveiling of what you'll likely discover 
on your own about halfway through the show. 

To its credit, Hide and Seek isn’t the worst 
horror movie out there, but without any violence 
or shocking, jump-out-of-your-seat moments to 
get the audience excited on even a superficial, 
if not psychological, level, Hide and Seek falls 
short by being only a mildly interesting charac- 
ter drama. Hide and Seek should never have been 
let out to play. 
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MacEwan 
College 


BUSINESS 


Innovative. Respected. Excellent. 
MacEwan provides you with the education you need to 
excel in business. 


Public Relations Career Diploma 


A public relations practitioner is the voice of an organization, building 
relationships between an organization and its publics. Add value to your 
education. MacEwan’s Public Relations Program is intended for individuals 
with previous post-secondary education, can be taken on a full-time or part- 


time evening basis, and can be completed in as little as 10 months. 


Apply today. For more information, call 780.497.5389, or visit: 


www. macewan.ca/pr 


OR... come to City Centre Campus on Sat, Feb 5 from 10 am - 4 pm for 
MacEwan's Winter Open House where you can speak with program advisors 


from our wide range of program offerings to help determine the right 
program for you! CHURCHY LAROCK * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 

af The two gals in the band held their own; 
Magali Meagher on the drums stole some 
attention by making funny faces and Maggie 
MacDonald—dressed in a yellow mini-dress— 
manned the xylophone with the feistiness of the 
Yeah Yeah Yeah’s Karen O. It was clear that the 
band was having just as much, if not more fun 
than the crowd watching their irreverent stage 
antics (at one memorable moment at the end of 
“Day is Dawning,” every member crashed down 
to the ground as if they were dead). 


www.MacEwan.ca 


CENTENNIAL CENTRE 


FORT SASKATCHEWAN, ALBERTA 


.. imitating The Hidden 
Cameras would be like 
blashpemy. They own their 
mod-rock sound, controversial 
lyrics and oozing sensuality 
like a pair of well-worn jeans. 


vt 
www.machomer.com 


Local group The Faunts opened the show 
with their moody, ambient rock. Although not 
quite fitting with the sugar rush of The Hidden 
Cameras, they still managed to perform their 
songs as if it was a high-speed chase. Each one 


a WYRD Production 
in association with 
Rotert Friedman Presents [9 
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started off leisurely and slowly, building to a 
crash of bass, guitar, keys and drums. Their 
music’s perfectly written and executed, but for 


NEAL WILDING 
1 GOT A FEVER. AND THE ONLY CURE IS MORE COWBELL All-Purpose Voltage Heroes’ Dan Poole. 


Gospel truth: The Hidden 
Cameras are awesome 


the fans waiting for The Hidden Cameras, The _ 


Faunts’ subdued stage presence and heavy mate- 
rial couldn’t compare. 

What The Faunts lacked in personality the 
kids of The All-Purpose Voltage Heroes. made 
up for with their schizophrenic stage antics and 
makeshift equipment. Using salvaged ironing 
boards to hold their keyboards, the messy four- 
piece punk outfit exploded onto the stage, where 
lead singer Dan Poole shook his scrawny ass. 
Watching him jump all over the stage, toss the 
mic stand above his head and jam with a tiny red 
toy piano-guitar was hilarious. It’s a good thing 
that they're just out of high school; these boys 
need plenty of free time to work on their sound. 
The band has potential and charisma to spare, 
but the only highlight from their set of choppy, 
irritating faux Alexisonfire songs was a techno- 
infused cover of Nintendo theme music. 

The young punks of The All-Purpose Voltage 
Heroes could learn plenty from The Hidden 
Cameras’ ragtag team of gay marauders. For start- 
ers, they could pick up the art of playing a guitar 
with one hand while holding a bottle of beer in 
the other. But that’s about all they should try, 
because imitating The Hidden Cameras would 
be like blasphemy. They own their mod-rock 
sound, controversial lyrics and oozing sexuality 
like a pair of well-worn jeans, and if their latest 
performance in Edmonton is any indication, 
they'll be spreading the good word to the cool 
kids for a long time to come. 


OICE Friday & Saturday, 


Feb.4&5-8 pm 
Sunday, Feb. 6 - 2 pm 


Shell Theatre, 

Sherritt Cultural Pavilion 
8700 - 84 Street, Hwy 21 
Fort Saskatchewan 

Tel: 992-6400 
www.fortsask.ca 


451-8000 | 


Head for the Door 
Virgin 
www.the-exies.com 


YING-YING LEE 


Arts & Entertainment Writer 


The first song on The Exies’ newest album, Head 
for the Door, is entitled “Slow Drain.” 

Those two titles really should embody your 
feelings about this CD if you ever give it a listen. 


To clarify: the droning rock anthems slowly 
drain your interest, making you head for the 
door, or rather making you want to chuck the 
record out the door. 

While listening to the album, you can’t help 
but come to the conclusion that someone in this 
band has been dissed and dismissed. Lyrics like 
“you won't remember how you raped my life” 
and “you're pretending to be something you're 
not / youre collecting a head full of rot” are just 
two searing examples of the record’s vengeful 
motif. 

With obvious influences from bands like Foo 
Fighters and the Stone Temple Pilots, The Exies 
seem to be good at regurgitating the sounds and 
styles of other, better musicians. 

Even their band’s name is a borrowed term 
used by John Lennon to describe existentialist 
art students. Sorry guys—you don’t quite fall 
into that category. : 

So, if you stumble across a copy of Head for the 
Door somewhere on the sidewalk, you'll know 
how it got there. 
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ORDS OF THE MASK Orchesis performers present Ragdoll, an eerie original 
ork, at the modern dance group’s goth annual Dance Motif. 
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Superseed 
fiting Words 
Hivesound Records 
wwsuperseed.ca 


ICHAEL LAROCQUE 


Sometimes it seems like you’d hear a 
Tot more about a band had they not 
Tormed in the geographically iso- 
ited netherworld of music that is 
z dmonton, Alberta. 
» Such is the case of Superseed, a local 
Mour-piece that rocks a lot harder than 
they apparently get credit for. Their 
atest album, Writing Words, is a blend 
sof harder rock with conventional sen- 
“bilities from a group that can sing, 
“trum, and play guitar without going 
“overboard and killing a track. Songs 
ike “My Old Life” and “Grace Us” 
specially stand out as successes, but 
the entire eight-song record leaves you 
feling like you should be hearing 
More about this band. 
| What's more is that Superseed man- 
aged to produce their sophomore 
effort just a year after their debut, 
hile avoiding the all-too-often-seen 
ap of rushing an inferior record- 
ng to the market. For all the raving, 
Writing Words is arguably nothing 
that we haven't heard before, but for 
local band’s second album, it’s pretty 
famn good. 
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Vanious Artists 

Head in the Sand Records and Friends 
Head in the Sand Records 
www.headinthesand.ca 


TYSON KABAN 


Don't be fooled by their name, because 
the folks at Winnipeg’s Head in the 
Sand Records are much more aware of 
the Canadian music scene than their 
title might suggest. After listening to 
their first compilation record of affili- 
ated artists it’s clear that, with their 
ears so close to the ground, they’ve 
been able to recognize and sign some 
of the most talented artists to come 
out of Western Canada. 

On a record that’s dominated by 
male acts, it’s the chicks that stand out. 
Although Darren Day’s “Anne” might 
be the only song ready for mainstream 
radio, it’s Christine Fellows’ piano- 
driven “Roadkill” and Rachael Ries’ 
ode to Gillian Welch, “Mercy,” that 
show the most artistic maturity. 

Two Edmonton-based artists made 
the cut, but -Jen Kraatz’s thumping, 
rocky “Square” outshines The Swifty’s 
“Misty,” a twangy, countrified ballad 
about a small-town tease. 

The range of homegrown Canadian 
talent makes Head in the Sand Records 
and Friends a must for any fan of blues, 
rock, roots, country and/or folk. 


Great story, graphics and zombies make 
Resident Evil 4 for any fan of the franchise 


Resident Evil 4 
Nintendo GameCube 
Capcom Entertainment 
Nowavailable 

Rated Mature 


EDMON ROTEA 
Ayr 


ntertainment Writer 


There aren't many things as thrill- 
ing as battling computer-generated 
zombies, which is probably why the 
Resident Evil franchise is already on its 
fourth installment. 

But Resident Evil 4 has more than 
undead beasties to its credit. The game 
features beautifully realized graph- 
ics, smooth controls and a story that’s 
a more engaging thriller than any- 
thing the series has brought to the big 
screen. 

In Resident Evil 4, you play Leon 
Kennedy, an American government 
agent sent on a rescue mission to cen- 
tral Europe. Leon must find and rescue 
Ashley—the teenage daughter of the 
President of the United States—who 
has been abducted by a mysterious 
cult. 

But Leon becomes infected with a 
virus that’s transforming the local vil- 
lagers into homicidal maniacs, forcing 
Leon to find an antidote before he too 
suffers the same fate. 

Leon must fight his way through 
hordes of homicidal villagers, demonic 
monks, mutated animals and unstop- 
pable giant creatures. Fortunately, he 


is aided by allies: Luis Sera, a mysteri- 
ous stranger who knows the cult’s evil 
plans and Ada Wong, a rival agent sent 
to retrieve a sample of the virus. 

The game's frightening yet immer- 
sive atmosphere entices gamers to play 
on. The environments in Resident Evil 
4 are rendered in real-time and fea- 
ture richly detailed objects. From the 
splinters of broken wood to the inner- 
workings of a complex clock tower, 
the intricately detailed environments 
are impressive 

Resident Evil 4's intuitive game 
play is equally remarkable. Past games 
in the series were often plagued by 
awkward - control schemes; moving 
the onscreen characters felt like 
maneuvering a tank. Resident Evil 4, 
however, has a third-person “behind- 
the-shoulder” perspective, allowing 
for easier execution of Leon’s many 
movements. 


Besides having the ability to punch, 
kick and engage in hand-to-hand 
combat, Leon also has an assortment 
of weapons at his disposal, ranging 
from a simple handgun to a power- 
ful rocket launcher. Weapons can 
also be bought, sold or upgraded via 
the game’s “Merchant,” a reappearing 
character who sells items to Leon. 

When Leon is not battling crazed 
cult members, he encounters dozens 
of challenging logic puzzles of vary- 
ing difficulty. The puzzles add to the 
diverse game play but sometimes they 
become too tedious to solve, slowing 
the game’s pace. 

Fortunately, the game is easy to play 
and will most likely appeal to both 
old and new players of the series. And 
considering its impressive graphics, 
ease of control, and diverse game play, 
Resident Evil 4 is a standout of the 
franchise. 


Sony repeating history with new console 


S 2. DANIEL 
KASZOR 


In March, prepare for Sony history to 
repeat itself: The electronics company 
is set to release its new portable video- 
game system, the PlayStation Portable. 
It looks cool, the graphics are sweet, 
and it plays MP3s. 

However, don't think of buying 
one—just yet, anyway. Simply put, 
Sony has a terrible history of releasing 
first-generation hardware; their track 
record is full of painful design and 
technical errors. 

It started with the original 
PlayStation. The machine, which came 
out in 1995, was rife with problems. 

The most notable one was the small 
piece of metal that the CD laser rode 
on would wear out rather quickly, 
making for choppy video and many a 
crashed game. And while users tried 
to solve the problem by flipping their 
PlayStations upside down or hand- 
replacing the laser, Sony didn’t offi- 
cially iron this problem out until at 
least 1998. 

But the errors weren't behind them 
by the time of the PlayStation 2’s 2000 
release. The first generation of PS2 sys- 
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tems had a tendency to give “disc read 
error” messages after six months or so. 
This error made it difficult or impos- 
sible to use DVDs or certain types of 
games with the system. The problem 
was, for the most part, fixed with a 
hardware revision in mid-2001. As for 
those stuck with first-run consoles, 
most were left with close to inoper- 
able systems and a choice between 
paying Sony $175 for repairs or keep- 
ing a $400 paper weight around the 
house. 

The problem was so bad and hap- 
pened so frequently that Sony was 
served with a class action lawsuit 
which they subsequently lost. Now, 
the company is obligated to fix PS2s 
with “disc read error” problems for 
free. 

Which brings us to Sony’s newest 
system, the PlayStation Portable. 
Already, reports from the Japanese 
launch of the system are full of warn- 
ing signs. 

Some systems reportedly have “dead 
pixels” in their screens. And all of the 
systems can be twisted in a certain 


No Time to Cook? Tired of Pizza? 


30 restaurants delivered straight to your door! 


Www.dialanddine.ca Ge OnLine Now! 
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way to make the game disc shoot out 
at high velocity. 

The most notable problem is that 
one of the buttons on the face of the 
machine is less responsive than the rest 
because it’s near the unit's screen. Sony 
Computer Entertainment President 
Ken Kutaragi has even gone on record 
acknowledging the issue, saying it was 
a design choice, even though almost 
one per cent of systems shipped have 
been returned because of problems 
with the button. 

This doesn’t even factor in problems 
that might crop up right after the 90- 
day warranty expires like the PS2’s 
disc-read-error snafu. 

This isn’t to say that the PSP will 
be a bad system. In fact, all reports 
point to it being a good-looking little 
multi-purpose device with lots of cool 
games set to come down the pipe. It’s 
just that it probably isn’t worth paying 
for something that might break in six 
months, especially when another ver- 
sion with all the engineering kinks 
worked out is probably coming out in 
a year Or so. 
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Teach English 
Ove 


bs 
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ESL Teacher Training Courses 
@ Intensive 60-Hour Program 
& Classroom Management Techniques 
& Detailed Lesson Planning 
@ Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
& internationally Recognized Certificate 
@ Job Guarantee Included 
& Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.com | Www.oxfordseminars.com 
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TOHPALE” 


GMAT GRE 


Preparation Seminars 


s Complete 30-Hour Seminars 

= Proven Test-Taking Strategies 

@ Personalized Professional Instruction 
m= Comprehensive Study Materials 


Simulated Practice Exams 

® Free Repeat Policy 

@ Personal Tutoring Available 

w Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 
1-800-269-6719 
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fia Computer Sraphics, We Stent Boubies. No Strings Altached, 


In theatres February 11, 2005. 
To win a double guest pass for the preview screening, 
Wednesday, February 2 @ 7pm, at South Edmonton Common, * 
email your name to contests@gateway.ualberta.ca 
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THE EDMONTON CONSULAR BALL SCHOLARSHIP 


FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 


Endowed by the Edmonton Consular Corps 


Edmonton, Alberta - 166 2(8 


Value: $1000 plus travel expenses of $1000 - $1500 


The Edmonton Consular Ball Scholarship in international Studies was established in 1980 with 
money generated by the Edmonton Consular Ball, which was held to mark the 75 anniversary of the 
province of Alberta. In each of the succeeding years, the Consular Corps contributed proceeds from 
the annual Ball to the University for the Scholarship. 


Eligibility 
Awarded to graduate or third and fourth year undergraduate students who wish to undertake a 


summer research project in the area of International Studies. Students from ail faculties are 
encouraged to apply. Two to three scholarships are awarded annually, 


Applications 


Applications are in the form of a letter accompanied by a short essay/proposal (maximum of 3 
pages) describing the topic the student wishes to study and how it will benefit the student. The 
study may focus on any international aspect of the studentis discipline. Application package 
must include cover letter, brief curriculum vitae (including the studentis social insurance 
number, the faculty and department, year of study, and major area of study) and school 
transcripts. Please submit applications to: Ms. Rae McDonald + Chair, Consular Ball Scholarship 
Committee + University of Alberta International - 1204 College Plaza, 8215-112 street « 


Deadline for Applications: March 1, 2005 


“Applicants will be notified by mail of the Committeels decision by April 15, 2005. 

Winners will be awarded the scholarship at a ceremony during the Edmonton Consular Ball. 

**At the conclusion of the study, the completed research project should be submitted to the Chair, 
Consular Ball Scholarship Committee for forwarding to the Consular Corps. 


Alone inthe Dark 

Directed by Uwe Boll 

Starring Christian Slater, Tara Reid, and 
Stephen Dorff 

NowPlaying 


YING-YING LEE 


Considering the history of failure that 
has followed movies based on video 
games—be it Mortal Kombat, Final 
Fantasy, or Super Mario Brothers— 
you could say that 32-bit technology 
just doesn’t translate well to the big 
screen. But such an excuse is too easy 
on the latest videogame flick, Alone 
in the Dark. This movie isn’t just bad 
because it’s based on a game; it’s a bad 
movie, period. 


... it’s difficult to 
distinguish what is 
more absurd: Christian 
Slater playing an action 
hero or Tara Reid as an 
educated archeologist 
(something apparent 
only because of Reid’s 
Brainy Smurf glasses). 


Alone in the Dark’s suck-factor 
should be immediately obvious from 
its cast: three Hollywood wash-ups. 
Christian Slater stars as Edward Carnby, 
a former orphan who has committed 
his life to*the investigation of paranor- 
mal events. He's joined by Tara Reid as 
Aline Cedrac, an archeologist special- 
izing in decoding ancient Aboriginal 
artifacts. 

Together they attempt to uncover 
a mystery surrounding the abrupt 
appearance of numerous hideously 
vicious beasts. The result is a story 
that’s a cross between Village of the 
Damned and Alien, with, thanks 
to Miss Reid, an added hint of 
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American Pie. 

The terrible trio is completed with 
Stephen Dorff as a special government 
agent investigating the same strange 
occurrences. He’s inexplicably hos- 
tile toward Edward—adding a touch 
of copflict—but other than that, he 
offers very little to the film. 

Throughout the movie it’s difficult 
to distinguish what is more absurd: 
Christian Slater playing an action hero 
or Tara Reid as an educated archeolo- 
gist (something apparent only because 
of Reid’s Brainy Smurf glasses). 
Watching Slater kicking the bad guy’s 
ass is like seeing your grandma hip- 
hop dancing: it’s terribly wrong yet 
ridiculously hilarious. 

But what's even worse is the com- 
plete lack of chemistry between the 
two. An awkward love scene—which 
seems to have been haphazardly 
thrown into the film—is excruciat- 


A Meta Faded stars Slater, Reid and Dorff 
find themselves Alone in the Dark 
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ing. Even more unbelievable are tk 
film’s action sequences where tk 
trio attempts to kill monsters wit 
some heavy fire-spitting artillery. Rei 
toting a machine gun? That's eva 
more preposterous than her charx 
ter’s high IQ. 

A complete lack of character devél 
opment and a meaningless storylite 
make it impossible to care about wha 
is going to happen next. As wel, 
the hefty use of extras in somewha 
important roles creates a sense 0 
detachment. 

Granted, the film has one highlight 
its use of sound. With the arrival of tle 
beasts comes a loud and unexpectel ff 
howl that'll make you leap from your 
seat. Spooky as the sound effects ar, 
you can rest assured that (spoiler 
Christian Slater makes it out all right 
Mind you, it’s hard to say the samed 
his career. 


www.logan.edu. 


Logan 


College * of* Chiropractic 


Chiropractic... 


The Right Choice For Your Future 


Is your dream to become a doctor, to study in beautiful surroundings, with 
a world-renowned faculty and state of the art facilities — what more could 
you want in a professional education? Logan College students receive all 
this and more! If you are ready to accept the challenge of graduate 
professional study in science, physiotherapy, nutrition, radiology, clinical 
sciences, chiropractic techniques and extensive clinical rotations, then 
Logan College is the place for you. 


Logan College of Chiropractic gives you the skills to help patients get 
well through non-invasive healthcare while preparing you to earn a 
substantial income commensurate with your position as a Doctor 
of Chiropractic. Most DC’s work in a private practice setting, 
providing time for family and other important quality of life priorities. 


With a substantial Canadian student population, Logan College 
is well versed in issues that affect you as a Canadian. Our staff 
of international advisors will help you navigate the process of 
beginning your studies in the United States. Contact Logan 
College at 1-800-533-9210 or at loganadm@logan.edu to 
receive an information packet describing the world’s fastest 
| growing health profession. You can also visit our website at 


www.logan.edu 
loganadm@logan.edu 


1851 Schoettier Rd, Chesterfield (St. Louis area), MO 63017 


1-800-533-9210 « 


Leslie Macklin 
Third-Year 
Canadian Studen 
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Although it’s surprisingly 
common and treatable, 
our society places a 
powerful stigma on those 
with schizophrenia. Gillian 
Leschasin takes a look at 
the realities of those living 
with a forbidden illness. 


Anything but crazy 


WINNIPEG (CUP)—Former University of Manitoba student Arun Sud was a bright, intelligent, well- 
spoken fourth-year medical student when he attended the school in his 20s. 
He was also athletic and often desaibed as one of those people who had the 
world at his fingertips. But later in life he was diagnosed with schizophrenia, a 
mental illness that affects one in every 100 people worldwide and in Canada. 


According to the Manitoba Schizophrenia Society, 
people from all walks of life can be affected by 
schizophrenia, and the onset typically occurs some- 
time during adolescence or young adulthood. 

The mental illness is difficult to define given its 
complexities and because it affects people in many 
different ways. In their booklet The Truth About 
Schizophrenia, the Manitoba Schizophrenia Society 
starts off by defining it as “a neurobiological ill- 
ness, in the same medical duster as Alzheimer's, 
Parkinson's and Huntington's.” The illness affects 
the “orderliness” of the mind, making it difficult for 
the person to distinguish what is real and what is 
not. - 

Chris Summerville, executive director of the 
Manitoba Schizophrenia Society, compares the brain 
disorder to a computer with a virus—the affected 


person typically has difficulty processing commands 
and actions. The illness can affect the five senses, 
thinking patterns, judgment, behaviour and “execu- 
tive skills” like memory and decision-making. 

Arun's sister Gita says she felt her brother had 
become somewhat tentative, and gives an example 
of how her family had to be encouraging and 
sometimes persistent in making sure he would 
follow up on appointments. Summerville attributes 
Arun's cautiousness to the deterioration in execu- 
tive skills. For a person living with schizophrenia, 


performing tasks like taking a bus or registering for 


a university dass can become difficult. 

Scientists are not completely sure what causes 
schizophrenia, but some factors believed to be 
linked to the disorder include genetics, birth trauma 
and chemical imbalance in the brain. There is a 


ten to 15 per cent risk of inheriting the illness if a 
parent or sibling has schizophrenia, and a 40 per 
cent risk if both parents have it. Another theory 
says a viral infection during the second trimester of 


pregnancy could be passed on from mother to child, 


thereby affecting brain development. 

Environment also plays a role in the onset of 
the illness, as stressful situations tend to trigger it, 
says Summerville. Drug and alcohol abuse are also 
listed as a possible contributing factors, but there 
is a distinction between schizophrenia and drug- or 
alcohol-induced psychosis, which is temporary. 
Psychosis refers to the hallucinations, voices or 
delusions people with the mental illness experience; 
70 per cent of all psychoses are diagnosed as some 
form of schizophrenia. 

Summerville explains that when a person has 
schizophrenia, it means something has been added 
to the brain, like a hallucination or delusion, while 
something else has been removed, which can range 
from memory loss to the inability to enjoy plea- 


_ sure. The symptoms a person with schizophrenia 


experiences are numerous and highly individualistic, 
further adding to the complexity of the illness. 
CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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Many of those living with schizophrenia are able to live outside of a 
hospital bed and function successfully in society. With early detection and 
medication, recovery is possible. In fact, 70 per cent of those diagnosed 
with the illness do recover. 


STOPPING STIGMAS 


Gita describes the changes in her brother as being 
quite dramatic. Her family observed how her typi- 
cally extroverted brother had become soft-spoken 
and withdrawn while living with the mental illness. 
Contrary to popular opinions about the behav- 
iour of those diagnosed with schizophrenia, he 
was never violent or aggressive and spoke quite 
articulately. Gita says her brother, who passed away 
earlier this year, was not a “typical” patient, and 
argues the stereotypes associated with mental ill- 
nesses, particularly schizophrenia, are incorrect. 

“An illness manifests itself in any number of dif- 
ferent ways, like when you get a physical illness ... 
there's not really one way it comes out,” she says. 

It's hard to shake the societal image of a person 
living with schizophrenia when words with nega- 
tive connotations like “nuts,” “psycho,” “crazy” and 
“wacko” are so quickly associated with the illness. 
Summerville says schizophrenia is the most serious 
mental illness and that some of the strongest stig- 
mas are attached to it as a result. 

“Stigmas are the result of a lack of understand- 
ing plus lack of experience in dealing with a person 
with schizophrenia, multiplied by fear. ... Stigma is 
how we respond to people we don't understand,” 
he explains. “[As a society], we're not comfortable 
around people who are different. ... We all fear the 
unknown. It’s normal.” 

Stigma is detrimental to those living with 
schizophrenia or other mental illnesses because 
it often leads to discrimination. A recent example 
of discrimination occurred when the Liberal party 
put a statement on its website saying individuals 
interested in running for a position must declare 
if they have either bipolar disorder or schizophre- 
nia. According to Summerville, several mental- 
health organizations, including the Manitoba 
Schizophrenia Society, told the political party that 
the declaration was discriminatory and perpetuated 
stereotypes; the statement was removed within 24 
hours. 

On a day-to-day basis, those living with schizo- 
phrenia can experience discrimination when search- 
ing for jobs or adequate housing. Summerville 
says funding for mental-illness services can also be 
harder to come by than funding for physical health- 
care, because mental-health problems are invisible. 
As a result of the stigmas and the discrimination 
that inevitably accompanies with them, those living 
with the illness may experience a drop in quality of 
life and self-esteem, along with other problems. 

“There is a lot of shame around mental illness,” 
says Gita. “It probably drives the person into a bit 
more isolation. It probably drives the family into 
isolation, so at the very moments that you need 
support in life and that person needs support, one 
can probably become more isolated because of the 
shame.” ; 

Some people may initially experience fear or 
nervousness if they happen to observe a person 
with schizophrenia talking or cursing to nobody in 
particular or exhibiting tics‘and involuntary muscle 
movements. However, those characteristics are side 
effects of the drugs used to treat schizophrenia or 
a result of improper use of the medication, not a 
result of the illness itself. 

“The problem with anti-psychotics is that they're 
some of the most powerful drugs in the world,” 
says Summerville. “The goal of the medication is 
to restore the [brain's] chemical balance ... so that 
there are less symptoms [of schizophrenia]. The 
thing about these medications is that [the com- 
bination of them is] very individualized. You have 
to find the right medication for the right duster of 
symptoms and hope that it’s going to work with 
that person. And then you have to deal with the 
side effects. .. What you may be seeing are prob- 
ably the side effects of the medication, not the 
schizophrenia.” 

Others may have a misconception that people 
living with schizophrenia are violent, which is 
a stereotype perpetuated by the media, says 


Summerville. In reality, there are very few people 
with schizophrenia who act out in violence. 

“They generally have a history of drug and 
alcohol abuse. They have a volatile personality or 
temperament and they generally have a hard- 
formed case of schizophrenia in which they're not 
taking medication. Now are there people who have 
a volatile personality and who do drugs and commit 
crimes? Yes. So it’s not just the schizophrenia on its 
own, yet people will read the paper and think, ‘Oh, 
they're schizophrenic, so lock them up,” he says. 

Horror or “psycho-thriller” movie characters like 
Freddy Krueger have also created the image that 
those living with schizophrenia must be institution- 
alized for life since they are dangerous and cannot 
function in society. The Manitoba Schizophrenia 
Society says this assumption is incorrect. Many 
of those living with schizophrenia are able to live 
outside of a hospital bed and function successfully 
in society. With early detection and medication, 
recovery is possible. In fact, 70 per cent of those 
diagnosed with the illness do recover. 

“Recovery is about learning how to view yourself 
as a person and not the illness. ... Every person that 
| see and work with and deal with—I believe the 
potential for recovery is there,” says Summerville. 


INVISIBLE BARRIERS 


IF you or a loved one is diagnosed tomorrow with 
schizophrenia or another mental illness, where 
would you go? Who would you turn to? And how 
quickly could you get help? These are some of the 
difficult questions those dealing with the mental- 
healthcare system musé think about, and, according 
to Summerville, it's not an easy system to navigate. 
Wait times to see a psychiatrist are around three 
to six months, and there is no handy section in the 
Yellow Pages to point you in the right direction for 
other assistance. 

Most mental-health services are now commu- 
nity-based instead of being inside an institution. 
While Summerville prefers seeing those diagnosed 
with schizophrenia or other mental illnesses living 
outside of institutions, he says the funding for 
resources like mental-healthcare workers, adequate 
housing, support programs and other services are 
not meeting the demand. 

The Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) 
is a non-profit organization that tries to fill some 
of these voids and help those with mental illnesses 
live successfully in society through their rehabili- 
tation program. The program provides assistance 
based on an individual's need to meet goals like 
finding adequate housing, gaining employment or 
getting involved in the community. 

Laurie McPherson, manager of education and 
information services for CMHA’s Winnipeg region, 
says applicants typically enter the program several 
months after their diagnosis and after indicating 
their commitment to the program. 

“What we're trying to do is help people build a 
long-term, stable situation, so that, for example, say 
around housing, they're not just moving from one 
place to another that doesn’t meet their needs,” 
she explains. “We're trying to assist people to find 
out what it is they really need and want so that 
there is more stability and success for themselves.” 

Success in university is also possible for those 
who have schizophrenia. The CMHA has released 
a guide for college and university students with 
psychiatric disabilities. The guide, titled Your 
Education—Your Future, is a comprehensive look at 
how to succeed with a mental illness in an academic 
environment, 

According to CMHA, the guide is based on 
information gathered from colleges and universities 
across Canada, and features first-hand experiences 
and advice from students with psychiatric disabilities 
who were willing to share their perspectives of the 
rewards and challenges of higher education. 

Among other things, the guide recommends that 
students get in touch with their university's dis- 
ability services office and find out what services— 


ranging from arranging counselling and academic 
concessions to providing support—are available to 
them. . 

Sixty-nine students with psychiatric disabili- 
ties registered with the University of Manitoba's 
Disability Services last year, says Janalee Morris- 
Wales, the office's coordinator. And the number 
of those registering with diagnosed mental-health 
problems increases every year. 

Morris-Wales explains that success is measured 
individually for students with schizophrenia or other 
mental illnesses and disorders. For some, attending 
class and successfully completing one course is an 
achievement. For others, success means taking a full 
course load and graduating with honours, she says. 

By registering with Disability Services, students 
with mental-health problems can receive assistance 
with registration and take advantage of priority 
registration. Students with disabilities register for 


classes first in order to schedule around their needs, 


which might indude making sure their schedule is 
free at certain times to attend doctor appointments 
or that classes are scheduled at a time when their 
medication will have started working. 

For those needing some extra help—such 
as asking for an extension from a professor or 
requesting an automatic withdrawal in a course 
when there are significant struggles with the mental 
illness—Disability Services also plays a role in advo- 
cating for those accommodations. 

“A really big barrier is the fact that [mental ill- 
nesses] are invisible. People are much more likely 
to make accommodations for someone where they 
can see what the problem is. There's a lot of stigma 
attached,” says Morris. “I think people with mental- 
health disabilities face a number of barriers to equal 
access, and they have enough to do without having 
to take on all of the advocacy roles themselves. ... 
Why should they be punished for being sick?” 


TIME TO GET EDUCATED 


Ultimately, what menta-health organizations and 
those struggling with mental illnesses want is for 
people to overcome any prejudices they may have 
and understand the realities and struggles people 
have with these invisible illnesses. And the best way 
to go about this is to get educated. 

CMHA is committed to educating the public about 
mental health and mental illnesses. Workshops and 
seminars on mental illness are often provided for 
adults who aren't trained in the mental-healthcare 
profession but who might have to deal with the 
mentally ill in their jobs. 

“Apparently research shows that the best educa- 
tion is when people connect with someone who 
has dealt with a mental illness and they hear that 
personal story.” says McPherson. 

The Manitoba Schizophrenia Society also holds 
workshops to help break stigmas and get people 
to understand the illness—sessions which people 
closely related to those living with schizophrenia 
find particularly helpful. 

But McPherson says there is still more work to do 
in eliminating the stigmas related to mental illness. 

“I'd say there's probably been some improve- 
ment in terms of stigma that people feel, but only 
in some areas. | think with depression or anxiety 
we've reduced the stigma in those areas,” says 
McPherson. “But | think we've had less success 
in decreasing stigma in things like schizophrenia 
because it's still a very complex, difficult illness to 
understand.” 

Chances are that if you are not diagnosed with 
a mental illness, you will probably know at least 
one person who is. The Canadian Alliance for 
Mental Illness and Mental Health says one in five 
Canadians is likely to experience a diagnosable 
mental illness; three per cent of Canadians are likely 
to have to live with a serious mental illness, such as 
schizophrenia. With such a high number of people 
affected, it’s clear that the prevalence of mental 
illnesses today cannot be ignored, and neither can 
the stigmas attached to them. 


Feature by Gillian Leschasin 
Ilustration by Paul Kim 
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NICK WIEBE 


VICTORY SLIDE The Regina Cougars tripped up Pandas forward Taryn Fjeld, but it didn’t slow down the Alberta squad, who won two weekend matches by scores of 7—1 and 4-0. 


Cougars attack declawed by hockey Pandas 


Seventh-ranked Reginas thoughts of upsetting the unbeaten Pandas quickly unravel thanks to Alberta power-play attack 


JAKE TROUGHTON 
Sports Editor 


The Regina Cougars women’s hockey team came 
into Edmonton hoping to mark Clare Drake 
Arena as their territory, but in the end all they 
were able to lay claim to was the penalty box. 

Regina (8-7-1) held its own in the early going 
of two weekend games agaimst the undefeated 
Pandas (16-0-0), but got into penalty trouble 
leading to Alberta power-play goals that opened 
the floodgates as the Pandas went on to win 7-1 
on Friday and 4—0 on Saturday. Two of Alberta's 
Friday goals and all four goals on Saturday came 
on the power play. 

“We came out flat,” said Cougars head coach 
Sarah Howald after Friday’s loss. “We didn’t get 
the start we should have, and that definitely hurt 


us. We can’t come out kind of half-assed and 
expect to beat this team.” 

Pandas blueliner Jill Chmilar opened the scor- 
ing at 13:32 of the first period on Friday, then 
right-winger Kaye London scored the game- 
winning goal 1:26 later to knock the wind out 
of Regina's sails. Saturday, the Cougars held on 
three minutes longer, but once again two quick 
goals, this time 1:29 apart, set the tone for the 
remainder of the game. 

“That's key. When we get that first goal, we 
really build on that; it just creates that psy- 
chological momentum that we thrive on, and 
Regina’s probably the same,” said Pandas head 
coach Howie Draper. “They're probably used 
to being up on teams at the start, and it seemed 
like they sagged a little bit after they were scored 
on. 


While the Cougars have the second-best offense 
in Canada West—15 goals better than the third- 
place Manitoba Bisons—the Pandas defense did 
a superb job of stifling the Regina attack. In fact, 
the only Cougars goal of the weekend was put in 
the net by Chmilar, who accidentally deflected 
a shot by Regina captain Kelsey Rezansoff past 
Pandas goaltender Andrea Thomas. 

“I don’t think that we saw Regina’s best, in all 
honesty,” said Draper. “I don’t know what it was, 
but they were flat [Friday], and they showed 
flashes [Saturday], but I still think they gener- 
ally didn’t seem like the team that they usually 
are.” 

“We probably go against them the same way 
they go against us, in that we look forward to 
playing them because they'll give us a good 
game,” added Pandas forward Kristen Hagg, who 


had a goal and five assists in the series. “When 
they come out flat it’s kind of unexpected.” 

Regina may not have given the Pandas as 
strong a challenge as was expected, but regard- 
less, the Pandas’ power-play performance—they 
were 2—3 on the power play in Friday’s game and 
4—5 on Saturday—was impressive, which Draper 
was pleased to see after the attack fizzled against 
Manitoba last weekend. 

“Last week we struggled a little bit on the 
power play,” he said. “I think the main differ- 
ence this weekend was just that our players were 
a little bit more focused and playing with a bit 
more of a sense of urgency.” 

With the wins, the Pandas stretched their over- 
all unbeaten streak against postsecondary oppo- 
nents to 112 games (111-0-1), and their streak 
against CIS opponents to 97 games (96-0-1). 


U of A student and biathlete returns home from Universiade 


PAUL OWEN 


Sports Writer 


When Russell Bird watched Meriam Bedard win 
two gold medals in biathlon at the 1994 Winter 
Olympics, he knew it was something he wanted 
to do. Eleven years later Bird realized that goal, 
representing his country and the University of 
Alberta as the only athlete from the U of A’s main 
campus at the Winter Universiade in Innsbruck, 
Austria last month. 

“The idea that it combines the absolute physi- 
ality of a top athlete with a strong mental 
concentration and putting the two together is 
something that not everyone can do,” said Bird 


SPECIAL TO THE GATEWAY: RON YONEDA 
RIFLE-SKIING Biathlete and U of A law student 


Russell Bird. 


of his sport, which combines cross-country 
skiing with target shooting. 

After a disappointing failure at qualifying for 
the World Junior Championships, Bird trans- 
ferred from Augustana Faculty in Camrose, which 
has a strong biathlon program, to Edmonton in 
order to pursue a law degree. With that change 
came a shift in focus for Bird, who scaled back 
the intensity of his training and set a new goal to 
reach the Universiade. 


“Tf you fall and hear a snap, you 
pray it’s your leg and not your 


BIATHLETE RUSSELL BIRD, 
ON THE FINANCIAL DEMANDS OF HIS SPORT 


“I aspire to maybe be like [national biathlon 
champion] Robin Clegg one day, but to follow 
his training regime of 900-1000 hours a year is 
unrealistic as a full-time student,” explained Bird 
who instead trains 400-500 hours a year shoot- 
ing, skiing, running and roller-skiing. “The big 
gap forms between me and the national team 
athletes because they don’t work, they don’t go 
to school, they just race and train. I don’t want 
to be 30 years old, go to the Olympics and then 
decide to stop and have nothing, because that’s 
essentially whaf*I would do to myself if I went 
into biathlon full-time. I'd rather have an educa- 
tion and see where biathlon takes me through 
that, and come out with a degree.” 

Canada had a poor showing at the Universiade, 
only winning one medal, a factor Bird—whose 
best individual finish was 41st in the 20km race, 


and who was part of Canada’s eighth-place team 
in the 4x7.5km relay—blames on the treatment 
of athletes in this country. : 

“Tt’s not a level playing field,” he said. “Almost 
every athlete from Poland goes to the Academy 
of Physical Education and they study their sport. 
Some countries bring athletes taking one course 
or athletes who registered then dropped, or they 
see it as a training opportunity and not a true 
university games. Canada has really strict stan- 
dards: you have to be taking three courses and 
have to have a letter from the registrar saying that 
you are a student.” 

Biathlon is a financially demanding sport. 
Broken poles, skis, and rifles are very real factors 
for the athletes to deal with, and often they don’t 
have the money to replace equipment. 

“If you fall and hear a snap, you pray it’s your 
leg and not your pole,” said Bird. “If I had the 
opportunity to race and make money doing it, 
I would, in a second. I wish Canada could put 
more money into biathlon and sport, but we 
have other priorities, like cattle. I think they 
could find more money for amateur sport. ... We 
don’t support our athletes and those athletes who 
are at the top suffer unless they have sponsorship 
deals. That’s the only way to survive.” 

Since he’s now completed his goal of compet- 
ing at the Universiade, Bird is unsure of how 
hard he wants to pursue biathlon in the future. 

“Now that I’ve done it, I’m at a crossroads. I’m 
not sure if I want to keep going in the sport. It’s 
an expensive sport that’s hard to stay in and it 
takes up a lot of my time. It might be more fun 
just to stop doing it competitively, start coaching 
or just start touring, doing the Alberta Cup. ... 
It would be really fun to coach some kids and 
maybe get them up to a world level.” 


HOW THEY DID 


The U of A was represented at the Winter 
Universiade by one athlete from the main 
campus and ten from Augustana Faculty, plus 
biathlete Marcia Reinhart, a former U of A stu- 
dent now attending Oxford University. Here’s 
selected results for the twelve: 


Biathlon 


Russell Bird Individual 2okm: 41st 
Individual 10km: 47th 
Individual 12.5km: 45th 
4x7.5km Relay: 8th 
Individual 15km: 34th 
3x6km Relay: 7th 
Individual 15km: 35th 
Individual 10km: 41st 
Individual 15km: 38th 
Individual 10km: 42nd 
Individual 15km: 30th 
12.5km Mass Start: 27th 
3x6km Relay: 7th 
Individual 15km: 32nd 
3x6km Relay: 7th 
Individual 2okm: 37th 
4x7.5km Relay: 8th 


Marcia Reinhart 
Annik Levesque 
Ella Mawdsley 


Brinna Robertson-More 


Jyette Apel 


James Masters 


Matt Rance Individual 20km: goth 
4x7.5km Relay: 8th 
Roddy Ward Individual 2okm: 42nd 


Individual 20km: 43rd 
Individual 12.5km: 48th 


Michael McKinney 


Cross-Country Skiing 


Carl Skinstad Sprint: 68th 
Individual 10km: soth 
4xiokm Relay: 11th 
30km Mass Start: 53rd 
Sprint: 69th 

Individual 5km: 64th 
15km Mass Start: 42nd 


Marcia Birkigt 
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* READING WEEK SPECIALS 
* HOT SPOTS 
-¢ CRUISES 

¢ SELL-OFFS 


8728 - 109 Street Edmonton, Ab 
E-mail dialtravel@telus.net 


Start planning your next trip with a visit to: 
www.dialtravel.ca 433-2444 


‘Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A. 

Lakeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine - Visas Arranged 
Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more 
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim, sail, canoe, water ski, arts 


(including stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, 
wilderness trips, field sports, equestrian. 


Service Workers: including openings for kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, secretaries, 
maintenance & grounds, and kitchen supervisor. 
Non-smokers. June 18 to August 25. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance. 
To Apply: Applications and photo gallery are available on our website: 
www.kippewa.com or contact us at the numbers listed below for a staff 
brochure. 
Kippewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A. 

tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167 


At the Gateway, we like pandas, and we like bears. 


We like giant pandas and golden bears, in particular, though we're not picky. 
Grizzlies, black bears, red pandas—they’re all good. 


In fact, we like all animals, really. 
Well, except for dinos, 

And huskies. 

And cougars. 

And wesmen. 


What the hell is a “wesman,” anyway, 
and how exactly do they reproduce? 


GATEWAY SPORTS 


Animal lovers since 1910. 


The Students’ Union @ceess Fund presents... 


You could be our ne onbestantt 


Com’on down and visit the pood Folks 
ab the Gccess Fund. 


Help us pet to one million dollars, 
one sbudent ab a time! 


the next application deadline is 


ebruary 4bh. 


For eligibility criteria, application deadlines 
and our philosophy, visit our website: 
Www. su.ualberta.casaccessPund 
or visit our office 
Students’ Union shudent pinancial Resources centre 
hshite: 1-88 SUB, 492.9409 


Average nonrepayable funds awarded is $1500. Students who are philosophically 
IN Opposed to the Fund can choose to opt out online at www.suualberta.ca/accesstund. 


For event info: www.bears.ualberta.ca * 492 BEAR 


Volleyball Bears overpower 
Dinos in weekend sweep 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Writer 


Maybe the presence of the U of A 
dance team performing during the sets 
on Friday night spurred the Golden 
Bears volleyball team to win both 
games this weekend over the Calgary 
Dinos. Maybe it was the classic hits 
like “Eye of the Tiger,” and “We Will 
Rock You” playing over the Main Gym 
sound system that drove the Bears to 
victory. In all likelihood, though, the 
top-ranked Bears swept the ninth- 
ranked Dinos, improving their record 
to 15—1, simply because the Bears are 
a better team. 

“If you look at math, the outcome 
of us winning was probably expected 
by most people. I thought that it went 
a little smoother than I had planned, 
but that’s a good thing some days,” 
said Bears head coach Terry Danyluk. 
He added that the Battle of Alberta 
between the volleyball clubs has not 
always been in the Bears favour. 

“In the years when I started [coach- 
ing], Calgary was in the same boat 
[Alberta is in now]. When they were 
a dominant program they had a lot of 
international-level players ... and that 
makes a big difference,” said Danyluk. 
“Now Calgary is in a situation where 
they don’t have a lot of those guys.” 

Dinos head coach Greg Ryan was 
frustrated with his team’s play this 
weekend, particularly with their pass- 
ing game, which he simply called 
“crappy.” Ryan’s team has earned a 
berth in the CIS national champion- 
ship tournament the last five years, 
but the disappointing results this 
weekend dropped the Dinos’ record 
to 4-12, last in the Mountain Division, 
and pushed their playoff hopes to the 
brink of extinction. The 20-year Dinos 
coach didn’t take comfort in the fact 
that his team lost to the best volleyball 
squad in the country. 

“T don't like losing; I don’t care who 
it’s to,” said Ryan. “We didn’t play very 
well. The people that need to pass 
didn’t pass.” 

The sweep of the Dinos in six 
straight sets (25-17, 25-20, and 25-19 
on Friday, then 25—15, 25—14, and 25— 
10 on Saturday) continued the Bears’ 
practice of sweeping each opponent 
they play this season. The only real 
difference between this weekend's 
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LEANNE FONG 


IMPENETRABLE WALL The Bears were dominant in two sweeps of the Dinos. 


matches and previous Bears victories 
was the play of libero Justin Wong, 
who led his team with seven digs on 
Saturday night. Wong is the short- 
est player on the squad by five inches 
and the only Bear under six feet tall, 
but his defensive abilities have earned 
him increased playing time in recent 
competitions. 

“Justin has] been playing really 
solid, pretty much error-free. He’s gota 
good court presence and we've always 
known he was a great defender,” 
said Danyluk, adding that Wong has 
“shown some great improvement” in 


the last few weeks. | 

Wong also received the Northern 
Alberta Volleyball Club (NAVC) Player 
Development Award before the open- 
ing serve Saturday night. The award} 
comes with a $500 scholarship, and 
is given to a university-level volleyball 
player who went through the NAVC 
program and demonstrates excellence 
both on the court and academically. 

“Justin spent a long time in that 
[NAVC] program and is doing very 
well academically,” Danyluk said. ‘I 
think he’s really well-deserving of the 
honour.” 


Hoops Bears protest controversial loss in Brandon 


CHRIS O'LEARY 
poeta seater 


Golden Bears basketball head coach 
Don Horwood has officially protested 
Sunday's controversial 77-76 loss to 
the Brandon Bobcats after two Alberta 
points weren't registered on the official 
score sheet by Brandon’s scorekeeper. 

“They missed a basket by Scott 
Gordon,” Horwood said. 

With less than eight minutes left in 
the game, Gordon's layup should have 


BASKETBALL 


LETHBRIDGE 
Friday * Pandas 6:30, Bears 8:15 


Saturday * Pandas 6:30, Bears 8:15 


Main Gym 


© 


made the score 64-60. But the next 
time Horwood saw the scoreboard, it 
said his team only had 58 points. “I 
talked to the ref,” Horwood said. “He 
came over and I said, ‘The score was 
64-60. and now we've only got 58. 
He told me he remembered that and 
he went over to the scorer’s table and 
said, ‘No, the official score has it as 58. 
I asked him if we could check on that 
and he said, ‘No, we go by the official 
scoreboard; that’s it.” 

Horwood has protested the loss, 


saying that the scorer’s error is shown 
on a videotape of the game and that 
the tape has been passed along to the 
Canada West commissioner. 

“The referees who viewed the tape 
after the game have confirmed that we 
scored those points and they werent 
credited to us,” Horwood said. “Now 
it's up to the league commission and 
committee to decide what they're 
going to do.” 

A decision is expected by noon 
today. 


GOLDEN BEARS HOCKEY 


CALGARY | 


Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
“Clare Drake Arena 


Adults $10 + U of A Students $4 + Students $5 - Family Package $25 » Children Under 6 Free 
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Edmonton-born Dino comes back 
to help bite volleyball Pandas 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 
sports Writer 


The Pandas weren't on the court for 
a good time this weekend, but they 
certainly were on it for a long time 
as they faced the defending national 
champion and top-ranked Calgary 
Dinos in two marathon matches that 
went to five sets before the Dinos 
emerged victorious. 

On Friday night the Pandas squan- 
dered a 2—0 lead and lost in five sets 
(18-25, 23—29;, 29723; 28—2A; 15-10) 
and then lost on Saturday after hold- 
inga 2-1 edge only to go the distance 
and end up with a another 3-2 loss 
(14-26, 25-20,. 22-25;25=21; 15-8)! 

While the losses were heartbreak- 
ing for the Pandas (10-6), it was a 
sweet sweep for the Dinos (16—0) 
and their third-year left-side hitter 
and Edmonton native Janelle Findlay, 
who passed on an opportunity to play 
with the Pandas three years ago to suit 
up for Calgary. While she didn’t play 
spectacularly in the weekend series, 
Calgary head coach Kevin Boyles said 
that was more a reflection of the team’s 
performance at times and that, when 
needed, Findlay stepped up her play. 

“{ don’t think she had a great start, 
but it was more of a team bad start at 
the beginning of the match. She was 
one of the victims who came out of the 
game because of the team’s start,” said 
Boyles. “I just think the character, the 
heart that she has and how much she 
loves this team is shown in that she is 
willing to come off the bench and make 
such a big impact in the fifth set.” 

The impact Findlay provides was 
something the Pandas had an oppor- 
tunity to obtain three years ago when 
they were attempting to recruit her. 
However, the chance to start for the 
Dinos was too good an opportunity 
for her to pass up, even though it 
meant giving up the chance to play for 


not 
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NEAL WILDING 


INCOMING The Pandas’ Chelsea Grimson (10) prepares for a bump. 


the hometown Pandas. 

“[The Dinos] were graduating one 
of their starting powers, which meant 
that by going to the team I would 
automatically be starting On the 
Pandas, [head coach Laurie Eisler] told 
me that I would have been the fifth 
power from the bench,” said Findlay. 
“Weighing it out, I had always wanted 
to go to the University of Alberta as 
a kid, but I took a chance, wanted to 
try something new and experience 
university away from home, but most 
of all it was about the opportunity for 
me to start.” 

Moving down Highway 2 turned out 
to be more than just a great opportu- 
nity on the court for Findlay, the 2002 


CIS rookie of the year and a member of 
last year’s championship team. It also 
allowed her the opportunity to avoid 
the constant association with her older 
brother Peter, a former Golden Bears 
volleyball player, who has the Bears’ 
second-best all-time kill percentage. 

“I kind of wanted to start a new 
name for myself, whereas if I went to 
the University of Alberta I would have 


been Pete’s sister and I would have 


been constantly compared to him,” 
said Findlay. “I wanted something 
new and the bottom line is that in 
Calgary I have more say on whether 
we win or lose because I’m on the 
floor, and at the University of Alberta 
I wouldn't be.” 


NHL lockout is an academic saviour 


JASON 
NORMAN 


Sports 


Commentary 


As the NHL lockout stretches into its 
fourth month, I can’t help but think 
| about all the positives that have come 
out of this situation so far. I know that 
even mentioning the benefits of this 
lockout is bad for our “Heartland of 
Hockey” culture, but just think about 
it: the poker world couldn't be happier 
about this work stoppage, girlfriends 
and wives are being re-introduced to 
their normally hockey-hungry loved 
ones, and I stand on the summit of 
an academic achievement the likes of 
Which have not been seen since I was 
in elementary school. 

It's true: while poker chip sales have 
shot up just as fast as beer sales have 
fallen, my fortunes have turned out 
Somewhere in the middle with an 
incredible semester of school that has 
taised my GPA to heights that I once 
thought were impossible. It turns out, 
though, that this type of achievement 
Was only impossible to someone who 
watched 82 Oilers games per year and 
three hours of highlights every night. 
Factor in all the alcohol consumption 
on these nights and it’s no wonder my 
GPA was looking more like the scores 
fora one-legged figure skater. 

At this same period in the hockey 


season last year, I could barely stay 
awake for the drive in to school, let 
alone worry about studying or writ- 
ing papers discussing the Buddhist 
ideologies found in Charlotte’s Web. 


The graph, mounted 
on four-foot by four- 
foot bright pink poster 
board, illustrated that I 
was 300 per cent more 
likely to show public 
displays of affection 
after an Oilers win, and 
after a loss I was 450 
per cent more likely to 
either sulk, cry or basi- 
cally be totally emo- 
tionally distant. 


It was also around this time last 
year that my then-girlfriend unveiled 
the chart she was working on which 
showed the direct and _ irrefutable 
correlation between the outcomes 
of hockey games and my mood and 
demeanor. 

The graph, mounted on four-foot 
by four-foot bright pink poster board, 
illustrated that I was 300 per cent 
more likely to show public displays of 
affection after an Oilers win, and after 
a loss I was 450 per cent more likely to 
either sulk, pout, cry, or basically be 


totally emotionally distant and sullen 
for the next eight to ten hours. This 
sassy psychology honours student also 
found that after a victorious outcome 
in a hockey game I would also be more 
passionate, affectionate, and attentive, 
while after a defeat I was more prone 
to black out for hours due to my rage, 
forcing her to walk home. 

A year later I am left without either 
hockey or a girlfriend, but after this 
last semester I have discovered that I 
am capable of a few more flashes of 
brilliance, at least as far as English 
papers are concerned. If somebody 
would’ve told me last year that if1 gave 
up hockey for four months I could get 
straight As in school, I would've said 
he was crazier than a shithouse rat— 
but it happened. 

As the days of this lockout drag on, 
it’s more and more clear to me that 
there will be no NHL this season; 
no playoffs, no Red Mile, nobody 
hoisting the Stanley Cup, and no last- 
minute last-ditch effort by the Oilers 
to squeak in for another shot at the 
Holy Grail. However, it has become 
more than clear to me these last few 
months that those things don't really 
worry me like they once did, and 
although when NHL hockey comes 
back I'll embrace it, I just don’t really 
miss it all that much right now. I've 
seen the rewards that no amount of 
hockey can bring to a guy like me, 
so now the only thing I'm missing is 
someone who cares enough about me 
to construct elaborate graphs charting 
my mood swings. 


Where can you find 
over 10,000 U of A 
students at once? 


a) Powerplant, just when you need a beer. 
b) RATT, just when you need a beer. 


c) Right here, reading this paper. 


If you picked a) or b), we salute you. 

If you picked c), call 492-6700 to advertise, or go to 
gateway.ualberta.ca and click on “About Advertising.” 
But seriously, you should advertise with us, or get your 
your uncle who owns that bar to advertise with us. 


_ Seriously. It's for a good cause. 


THE GATEWAY 


Soran seoerees $798 
Amsterdam....:. $683 
PranktUrt..:..¢e.. $719 
: Hong Kong..... $1206 
Mexico City...... $608 
hOKYVOsss ee ek $876 
Lima FP Of Usseass $998 
Capetown....... $1872 
Miata. oe $525 
New ov Ok +545. $340 


Subject to change and availability. Taxes and other 
applicable fees are not included. Fares are roundtrip from 
Calgary. Weekend Getaways do not include airfare. 
Cheap sieeps are based on quad occupancy. 


(800) 777.0112 


Marketing Management 


business skills. 


Call 416-675-6622, ext. 3207 or email 


Apply for all Business School programs at the 
OCAS web site — www.ontariocolleges.ca 


Seating is Limited! 


. HUMBER 


Take your degree to a 
whole new level of success. 


In only two semesters in Marketing Management, 
you can have some of the most sought after 


peter.madott@humber.ca for further information. 


APPLY NOW! 


The Business School 
www.business.humberc.on.ca 


Amsterdam... 
Capetown...... 
Lima, Peru 


Weekend Getaways 


» Airport transfers 
» 3 nights at Clay Hostel 


bas Vegas. cia...nsweuie $76 
» 3 nights at USA Hostel 
New: York.n.3)- Sc. ssianay $153 


» Airport transfers 
» 3 nights at Chelsea International 


BSTRAVEL 


jwww.statravel.ca | 


Postgraduate 
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VARSITY STATS 


Men’s Hockey 
Canada West standings 
Mountain Division 


team GP W_L 7 GF GA P 


y-Alberta 22°19 2 1.108 45 39 
x-Calgary 22=8'9.5° 2760 27 
UBC 22.413 5: 62 96 13 


Lethbridge 2252.18 4a 57 12326 


Great Plains Division 
Team GP W_ LT GF GA P 


x-Saskatchewan 24 16 5 3100 7035 
x-Manitoba 24 14 6 4 92 63 32 
Regina 24 515 4 68 9914 
x-Clinched playoff spot (top six overall 
qualify) 

y-Clinched first place in division 


Results 


Friday 

Alberta 5 Regina 2 
Saskatchewan 4 Calgary 2 
UBC 2 Manitoba 3 


Saturday 

Alberta 6 Regina 4 
Saskatchewan 3 Calgary 5 
UBC 4 Manitoba 4 


Women’s Hockey 
Canada West standings 


Team G W_LTGF GA P 
y-Alberta 16 16 0 6 95 12 92 
Regina 165-82 7152-48 17 
Manitoba 16.6 5 1 37 47 13 - 
UBC 16525 '9- 223360353512 
Lethbridge 16 4 8 4 34 $4 12 
Saskatchewan 16 410 2 35 5910 


y-Clinched first place (top four qualify 
for playoffs) 


Results 


Friday 
Regina Alberta 7 


Saturday 
Reginao Alberta 4 


CIS top ten (last week) 


1. Alberta (1) 6. McGill (8) 

2. Laurier (2) 7. Regina (7) 
73. Concordia(3) ‘18. Ottawa (6) 
T3. Guelph (4) T8. Brock (10) 
5. St FX (5) 10. Toronto (9) 


Women’s Basketball 
Canada West standings 


Team GW_L E AP 
x-Simon Fraser 16 16 0 1164 814 32 
x-Winnipeg 16 14 2 1176 878 28 
x-Regina 1611 § 1044 949 22 
x-UBC 16 11 5 1045 864 22 
Saskatchewan 16 8 8 1157 1068 16 
Victoria 16 8 8 989 959 16 
Manitoba 16 8 8 1162 1085 16 
Calgary 16 7 9 987 1017 14 
Alberta 16 610 1050 1143 12 
Lethbridge 16 610 1084 1174 12 
Trinity Western 16 115 856 1120 2 


Brandon 16 016 651 1294 0 


x-Clinched playoff spot (top eight 
qualify) 


Results 

Friday 

Alberta 57 Regina 66 

Trinity Western 64 Lethbridge 74 
Simon Fraser 66 Calgary 47 


Saturday 
Trinity Western 56 Calgary 72 
Simon Fraser 73 Lethbridge 69 


Sunday 
Alberta 76 Brandon 48 


Men’s Volleyball 


Canada West standings 
Mountain Division 


Team MP_W_ LGW _ GLP 
x-Alberta 16.15. 4 47-10. 30 
x-TWU #643553 Fda 8A20 26 
UBC 16°57. 9° 80. 31. 74 
Calgary 16°2.4512=.45 =4t 8 


Great Plains Division 


Team MP_W LGW GL P 
x-Saskatchewan 16 11 5 39 21 22 
x-Winnipeg 16% "73292 28 364A 
x-Manitoba 167-9 30 41. 14 
Regina 16:20746 {5° 8: AS. 340 


x-Clinched playoff spot (top three in 
each division qualify) 


Results 


Friday 
Calgary o Alberta 3 
UBC 1 Trinity Western 3 


Saturday 
Calgary o Alberta 3 
UBC 1 Trinity Western 3 


Men’s Basketball 


Canada West standings 


Central Division 


SPORTS SHORTS 


Team GW Lt Ff __A_P | Men’sHockey 
x-Calgary 16°10 & 1262 1121: 22 
Saskatchewan 16 9 7 1291 1279 18 z oe 
are eee NIGONe The top-ranked Golden Bears (19 2-1) 
Lethbridge 16 610 1208 1277 12 swept a two-game series against the 
: Regina Cougars (5-15-4) in Regina over 
Pacific Division the weekend. Friday night they downed 
Jeam__ G wit __f AP | the Cougars 5-2; left-wingers Tim 
Victoria 16 10 6 1201 1147 20 
UBC = F 4283 4127 18 Krymusa .and Joff Kehler each scored 
Simon Fraser 16 7 9 1236 1232.14 | twice for the Bears, while defenseman 
Trinity Western 16 610 1118 1267 12 | Chris Ovington added one goal. The 
eer next night Alberta trailed 4-3 heading 
gas Aa oe into the third period, but scored three 
Team GW LL E AP . . 
5 aremlon 16 124 1271 1163 24 unanswered goals to claim a 6-4 win. 
x-Regina 16 9 7 1244 1261 18 | Kehler scored again in Saturday's win as 
Winnipeg 16 5 11 1253 1280 10 | all six Bears goals came from different 
Manitoba 16 3 13 1089 1262 6 | shooters. 


x-Clinched playoff spot (top three in 
each division qualify) 


Results 
Friday 


Alberta 81 Regina 64 
Simon Fraser 77 Calgary 80 
Saskatchewan 65 Brandon 87 


Saturday 


Trinity Western 67 Calgary 84 


Sunday 


Alberta 76 Brandon 77 
Saskatchewan 82 Regina 85 


The Saskatchewan Huskies (16-5-3), 
who are four points behind the Bears in 
the race for first place overall in Canada 
West, hurt their cause with a series split 
in Calgary against the Dinos (8-9-5). 
They beat the Dinos 4-2 on Friday, but 
lost 5-3 on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, the Manitoba Bisons 
(14-6-4), the only other team that could 
catch the Bears for first place, beat the 
UBC Thunderbirds (4-13-5) 3—2 on Friday 
before tying them 4—4 on Saturday. The 
Bisons would need to win all four of their 
remaining games and have the Bears 


9 
Women’s Volleyball lose all six of theirs to claim first overall. 
Canada West standings 
team_ Mp_W__L_GW_GL__P_ | Women’sBasketball 
x-Calgary 48 18-0 54 (17 36 
x-Winnipeg IG 14s 2447328 
x-UBC 16 13 3 42 16 26 | Jittery first halves plagued the Pandas 
x-Alberta 16 10 6 39 20 20 | (6—10)ina split of two road games over 
Regina 167 9 24 30 14 | the weekend. On Friday night, they 
abt SB OT 28, C32 scored only 18 points in the first half en 
Manitoba 164 12°16 39° 8 Jalrie 
Saskatchewan 16 115 7 47 2 | fOoute to a 66-57 loss to the seventh- 
Simon Fraser 18 117 17 53 2 | ranked Regina Cougars (11-5). Sunday 


x-Clinched playoff spot (top six qualify) 


Results 
Friday 


Calgary 3 Alberta 2 


Saturday 


Calgary 3 Alberta 2 


afternoon they faced the ’‘cellar-dwell- 
ing Brandon Bobcats (o—16) and carried 
only a six-point lead into the second half 
before pulling away for a 76-48 win. The 
Pandas still sit in ninth place in Canada 
West, one game behind the Calgary 
Dinos for the final playoff spot in the 


conference. The Dinos lost 66-47 to the 
16-0 Simon Fraser Clan on Friday, and 
beat the 1-15 Trinity Western Spartans 
72-56 on Saturday. , 


Wrestling 


The tenth-ranked Golden Bears lost 
a dual meet against the ninth-ranked 
Regina Cougars in Regina over the week. 
end bya score of 28—-13. Bears Jarret Wal 
(72kg) and Jens Reuter (76kg) won their 
matches, while Anthony Kulak (54kg) 
won by default. 

Four members of the fifth-ranked 
Pandas were also in Regina to face 
both the third-ranked Cougars and the 
Missouri Valley Lady Vikings. Panda Heidi 
Kulak (65kg) was 5-0, including two pin- 
falls, to remain unbeaten on the season, 
Jennifer Obst, wrestling at 61kg in most 
matches although she falls into the S7kg 
weight class, was 1-4. Kathleen White 
(80kg) was 2-2, while Megan Dreeshan 
(57kg) was 0-4. 


Track andField 


Members of the third-ranked Golden 
Bears and fifth-ranked Pandas were in 
Winnipeg on Saturday for the Cargil 
Games, hosted by the University of 
Manitoba Bisons. The Pandas’ weekend 
was highlighted by a 1-2-3 finish in the 
pole vault as Sue Kupper and Brynn 
Anderson tied for the lead with vaults 
of 3:70m, while Nikki Jeske was next at 
3.50m. 

The Golden Bears came up with 
two 1-2-3 finishes of their own: in the 
60-metre dash, Antoine Boussombo 
finished first with a time of 6.90s, while 
Neville Wright was second in 7.02 and 
Ryan Adams finished third in 7.12; in 
the 300-metre dash, Tyler Christopher 
crossed the line first in 33.58, followed 
by Boussombo in 34.66 and Nathan 
Cross in 35.21. The Bears:also earned 
wins in the 4x200m and 4x400m 
relays. 


Figure skating triple-lutzed 
its way into my heart 


There's nothing quite like that combination of power and grace 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


In the culture of sports it has long been thought 
that there’s a stark divide between the rough- 
and-tumble sports that men worship and the 
artistic, fluffy sports that women adore. Men 
are supposed to be passionate about any sport 
involving balls, bats and scoring, while women 
only like sports that feature fancy costumes and 
movement set to music. 

Over the last few decades this has changed 
so that women can love “guy sports” and even 
be respected for playing them, but the cult of 
machismo has prevented guys from being able 
to do the same for “girl sports” while dodging 
ridicule. This has left me, and thousands of other 
guys, in the locker-room closet for years—but 
not any longer. 

I'm secure enough in my manhood to admit 
that I find a good ice dance just as stirring as a 
touchdown and the moments while a skater is 
suspended in midair just as suspenseful as any 
extra-innings baseball game. The years of forced 
viewing in my childhood, while the women of 
the house dominated the TV, have ingrained the 
beauty of figure skating in my mind, and have 
ensured that I can debate even the slightest aspect 
of the sport with any old lady. 

At first I was sure that the enjoyment was just 
a brave face put up until Hockey Night in Canada 
hit the air and the remote control was mine, 
whereupon skating could be abandoned for scor- 
ing. But gradually the music and the suspense of 


the kiss and cry began to get the better of me. 
The unfolding of the marks and the subsequent 
jubilation or sorrow was unmatched anywhere 
else in sport or television. Throw in the flow- 
ers and watch as a shady French judge obliter- 
ates years of hard work—all the while having 
retired competitor offer instant analysis from a 
scant few rows away—and you have a truly cap- 
tivating sport. 

But it’s not just the emotional drama that makes 
figure skating such a great sport and allows it to 
capture a podium finish in my heart. The stag- 
gering talent needed to combine the athleticism 
of jumps along with the grace required to make 
a routine artistic makes me swoon. Recognizing 
its power as an‘art form and the enormous skill 
and training it takes to pull off a triple lutz ora 
single salchow, or to throw and catch a partnel 
in time to the music, bonded me to the sport— 
no more abandoning a skating event to go watch 
Nashville trap against Toronto. 

From there it was a quick descent to follow- 
ing the sport, learning to critique routines 
the basis of artistic merit and complaining about 
the lack of obvious deductions. Elvis Stojko, 
Evgeni Plushenko and Salé and Pelletier became 
common topics of discussion, provoking en¢- 
less passionate debates about routines, music 
and the merits of the quintuple axle that were a 
passionate as those I had about various hockey 
issues. 

Breaking through the macho barrier and 
becoming a fan of figure skating made me @ 
more passionate sports fan. I've come to embract 
the fact that artistic and expressive sports are just 
different from those full of violent collisions, nd! 
worse and no less worthy of respect. Everyont 
should be able to embrace any sport, and guys 
shouldn’t worry about liking a wider variety af 
sports than just those with balls. 
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COMICS | 


ROOMIES by Mike Winters 


ie, 


and no one Can take that 
awoy from you, you fucking 
warrior. 


ifs all About this. 


Now I- want you +o 90 out and 
Bab +nis world by 
“TODIN 15 GOING To RE A 


& jaws pers. 
Goop Day! 


Ive made a 


huge mistake. 


hows Your new roomiriate 2 
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ANNA by Megan Simko 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place aclassified ad, please go 
to www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 

One Bedroom Condo: 9918 101St 18th 
floor river valley view. $875/month utilities 
included. Heated underground parking. Av 
Imm at 987-8753._ ted 

STOP PAYING RENT! Own your own home 
now. FREE list of homes available with no 
money down under $go00/month. FREE 
recorded message. Call now 1-866-815-9646 


ID#9051. Donna Strauss, Sutton Challenge.” 


Single room in downtown apartment. 5 min 
walk to LRT station. Share bathroom, living 


HAPPY BOB 
KNOWS 


Campus events and more... 


Centre for Health Promotion Studies, 
Capital Health presents Supporting 
Women in making Healthy Choices: An 
intervention with low-income women 
smokers on Tuesday, 8 February. from 
12pm to 1pm in Classroom 3-40, 
University Extension Centre 112 St and 
83rd Ave. Samia Seifeddine will present 
a talk about what can be done to help 
low-income women make changes in 
their health and well being, including 
their smoking behaviour. For more 
information, please contact Donna 
Richardson at 492-1386 or visit http:// 
www.chps.ualberta.cs. 


Happy Bob Knows is a service provided 
for Registered Student Groups and 
University Departments only. HBK is 
anly printed in the Tuesday editions 
of the Gateway. HBK does not publish 
events that are weekly, on-going, or not 
open to the public. Please note: events 
listed in HBK are not endorsed by the 
Gateway Student Journalism Society. 
The Gateway may refuse to print a sub- 
mission for any reason. Submissions will 
print forone issue only. Events that have 
a monetary cost associated with them 
can not run in HBK (ie your event must 
be FREE). To add an entry to HBK please 
go to www.gateway.ualberta.ca/hbk. 


WANT TO DRAW 
COMICS FOR THE 
GATEWAY? 


IF YOU DO, CONTACT 
DAVE BERRY AT 
OPINION@GATEWAY. 
UALBERTA.CA 


YOU KNOW YOU 
WANT. TO. 


Fur, Friendly, Affordable/gy 
Now Playing ee 


Movies 12 
5074-130 Avenue 
Movie Info Line 472-9779 


$3.50 


Inight 


$1 Admission 
ay EXPIRES February 15, 2005 


one admission per coupon 
no reproductions-no cash value 
valid anytime monday to thursday 


a EXPIRES February 15, 2005 
one coupon per purchase 
no reproductions-no cash value 

aE 


valid anytime monday to thursday 
SED 


EEE OO a 
67. Medium Drink 
$ 4 plus tax Medium Popcorn 


room and kitchen. $332.50/month. Please call 
953-0861. 


FOR SALE 


New 3rd floor condo 1 block from Belvedere 
LRT. 2-bdrm/2-bths. AC. 2 parking stalls. 
1undrgrnh surface. Exercise room. $141 500. 
(780) 476-8987 Agent chosen. 


WANTED 
1-bedroom apartment or bsmt suite. Avail 
1 March anywhere on south side. Pls e-mail 
sweet_sparkling@yahoo.ca. _ 


SERVICES 


Ski and snowboard reading week tour to 
Fernie. Ski/ride Fernie and Castle Mtn. 21-24 
Feb. Packages starting at $289 call today 489- 
7669! Sacer ee, 

Need Help? Try our writing, editing and 


research services. 30 years experience. 100% 
guaranteed original. Confidential and fast. 
www.customessay.com 1-888-345-8295. _ ; 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Auditions for Spring Peace Event. Womyn 
in Spirituality-Edmonton (WISE) Holding 
Auditions for Womyn Performers~ who 
Celebrate the Feminine Devine. All Faiths 
Welcome. Call Ivy at 964-9933 or www. 
blessingmoons.com. 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


CRUISE LINE—Entry level on-board positions 
avail. Great bennefits. Seasonal or year-round. 
(719)584-9909. 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Hughes Petroleum—Weekend cashiers 
required. $8—g/hr various positions available 


289 CAB 

Phone and TTY: 492-7325 
human.rights@ualberta.ca 

www.ualberta.ca/~hurights 


environment." 


a 


"Through education, encouragement, influence 
and information, the Office of Human Rights 
engages the campus community in realizing 
the University of Alberta's goal of a respectful 
and inclusive learning, research, and work 


Contact the Office of Human Rights 


2 


Rests 


throughout the city. E-mail resumé to 


can be matched with an elementary student 
in your choice of one of 50 Catholic and 
public schools in Edmonton, Parkland and 
Strathcona. Together you can read, keep a 
journal, play computer games or just hang- 
out. You'll have a great time ... and, it looks 
GREAT on your resumé! Call Big Brothers Big 
Sisters today at 424-8181 or check us out on- 
line at www.bbbsedmonton.org. 

Non-profit out-of-school care seeks creative 
persons to work with school-aged children. 
$8-Sto/hr. Call Kerri-Lynn at 484-7622, fax 
486-1791 or e-mail easca@telusplanet.net. 
Come join the FUN! 

Part-time sales associate wanted at Regent 
Optical on Whyte Ave. No experience 
required, will train. Apply in person with 


ASTRONO 
WATCH 


Keeping aneye onthe sky... 


Well chumps, another week has come 
and gone. We're all a week closer to the 
only sure thing in life: death (we can lie 
our way out of taxes, right?). So what if 
'm being a little bit “dark,” we all gotta 
have our down weeks, kids. Ah, depres- 
sion. Love it, live it. 

So on a lighter note, the Hubble 
Space Telescope (HST) is probably 
gonna bite the dust sometime in the 
next few years. The US government 
has just made a decision to cut fund- 
ing to an HST servicing mission for the 
aging orbital telescope, and to dump 
its sciencey corpse in a watery grave 
sometime after 2008. And | was kidding 
about the whole “lighter note” thing. 
The HST has made public the myster- 
ies of the universe, and truly: brought 


ow science to the people. To see some of 


resumé at 10546 82 Ave. 


Law office is currently looking for student 
to handle receptionist, typing, and offica 
related tasks. $11 per hr. Pls fax resumés tg 
430-1773. ae 
Casual, part-time pet-food demonstrato 
wanted. Flexible hours representing a supe 
premium pet food in local Edmonton p. 
stores. Must have reliable transportation ang 
an affinity for sales. Involves mainly weekeng 
work and 4-hour shifts at $13.5o/hr. Please fy 
cover letter and single page resumé to: Att 
Jason Bailey, Senior District Manager, Nutr 
Products Inc at fax # 1-403-274-9331 
10 Feb, 2005. 


PERSONALS 
It’s Party Time! Dial: 44-PARTY Ads *Joke 
Stories & MORE! Ladies-R-Free! Try It NO 
18+ 


JESSE WHiITEFIEA! 


the beautiful images the HST has taket 
over the years go to http://www-hub 
blesite.org. 

If you want to see my fave planel 
this week, you best be getting up eal 
Mars is shining in the southeastem 
sky, just above the horizon. Don't ge! 
it confuzzled with the red giant std 
Antares, though, also in the southeast 
Mars will be the lower of the two re¢ 
dish sparkles. 


No, silly. It's not astrology; it's astro 
omy. AstronoWatch is a weekly featur 
published most Tuesdays (and som 
odd Thursdays). Our resident astron; 
mer, Kati Kovacs, sets the stage 0 
the cosmos, and invites you up to the 
Campus Observatory every Thursdd 
evening at 8pm. Just take the elevatd 
in the Physics Building up to the sixtt 
floor, and then the stairs up to the set 
enth floor. Walk out onto the roof ant 
check out the view with the Universit) 
telescopes. To catch AstronoWatd 
on the web go to theknownunivers 
blogspot.com. 


